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90th Anniversary Special Commemoration Issue

EDITORIAL

Ninety years ago, a sporadically applied genocidal process—started around a
quarter of a century earlier—took an ominously sinister leap into the unthinkable.
Having already claimed over a million innocent lives, concealed behind the smoke-
screen of the Great War of 1914-18, it did not come to a close with the signing of the
Armistice. Fanned by the worst aspects of human intolerance, greed and predatory
international deals, its murderous process continued to create new killing fields
from Smyrna, Turkey to Adana, Cilicia, Shoushi, Artsakh and Baku in Azerbaijan,
well into the 1920s, while the other aspects of this odious process—in one form or
another—continue to this day, denying a closure to what is referred to as the very

first genocide of the twentieth century.

Now, ninety years later, one may look back on the panorama of dehumanizing
horrors that the land known as Armenia—named after the people who inhabited it
since the beginning of recorded history—presented to a war-weary world at the
close of the first global conflict and wonder whether the word ‘genocide’, coined
decades later, can begin to describe what we, Armenians, call Metz Yeghern—The
Great Crime’.

Less than a quarter of a century after that first attempt to murder an entire
nation, and the hasty burial of the moribund Armenian Case at Lausanne, as World
War II was winding down, and the total shock of the Nazi concentration camps and
crematoria hit the world’s consciousness—if not always the conscience—the great
communicator, Winston Churchill stated that humanity had come face to face with

‘a crime that has no name.’

Indeed, history had little to offer in the search for a word that could adequately
convey the nature of a recurring crime that threatened the very foundations of
civilized existence. Convinced that ‘new conceptions require new terminology’,
Raphael Lemkin, in his book, Axis Rule in Occupied Europe, published in 1944, came
up with the word “Genocide”, signifying ‘the destruction of a nation or of an ethnic
group’ accomplished through a coordinated plan, having as its aim the total exter-
mination of persons marked as victims exclusively because they are members of
the target group. As such, the Jewish Holocaust and most other mass slaughters
that followed it fit Lemkin’s formula. However, the Armenian experience - an on-
going process — the “Metz Yeghern”, in its awesome entirety, spills over the se-

mantic boundaries set by the generally accepted terminology.

It is a sad comment on human civilization, that 90 years later, we, Armenians
are still waiting for a final closure on this darkest of chapters in the history of man-
kind. ®
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<wj OqglnipbwlG Uhniphtlp
1910-tu 1915 G UWlimhtu

hG; 20rn nurnt wnwohb swulwitiw-
U yhG, dnip wimbr wrnkG huly uubr thG

Ynmiswynip; Girnmuwjh funufwujwG
trjGwywdwrhG Jrwj, G hwymphtGp §wmrkr
wqquwjhG, dcwuynmpwjhl m funufwuwl qur-
polfh phr GnruqnjG crowlp — quihf nkmfhrn
njupb swl — GwhwhplGwiwyub tnut Grhsw-
uwrn dswinrwul tr wqqujhG gnrohy, UYGnt-
(hh (lowswsnir Uwnidbw@) thniplns wdwmuw-
rwfp p Oh hwwfbn te juqiwytrmbin wq-
qujhG ytrwqurplnidh cnirg huwfnwo Ju-
(wlg fumudptrnp:

‘Utirclymwo Uhowqqujhl Gwrdhr lowh
dwrnujGwlwb uyqpniGfGhrtG nt orwqrtG’ U-
utirhjwjh hwjy yuwlwlg wyn fjumiptrp, UYGnt-
(hh phjwunrwGfnyg tr gniguniGfGtrm], 1910-hda,
‘Uht Gorth dk9 hwiwhnipnibiny, hhip nrpG
quqiwbrmmpbwb dp nr jhswqujhb, hwiw-
uthhinftiwG hr guwGgny, mhsh GwGsgnikr nrmtu
{wy OqGmptwG UhniphtG:

Pwrbuhruwl wju Gnr Yhnipbhwl nintiqhoG
nt hhpiGwwl Gmuswylbrp Yp denypmthG htstit-
twy trtf pwlwdbimiGbrny nrnGf Yp Gwhwsk-
uthlG quipf hwiwcuwrhwjhG YytrhywjrmiGrkG
Junwowgwd whvhpwwl m trjurwdwy Ju-
rhfGbrp.—

w. fownuy dwikwlwly Gywush] hwlirognis
shnlwrhtbrnt b1 hhdliwriniphilitilirni:

FROM NEW YORK
TO DER Z0R

The Armenian Relief Society

1910 to 1915 and Beyond

hile at the onset of the 20th century dark
clouds had begun to gather on the Euro-

W

were going through a cultural and political reawak-

pean horizon, and the Armenian people

ening — in the light of what was to come — the
young intellectual, Khachatur Malumian’s (Aknu-
ni) haste in bringing together the various patriotic
women’s groups together in one cohesive organi-
zation was almost prophetic.

Inspired by the humanitarian principles and by-
laws of the International Red Cross, these Arme-
nian women’s groups in the United States, with Ak-
nuni’s support and guidance, in the year 1910, es-
tablished a similar relief organization in New York
City. This was the beginning of a remarkable orga-
nization that, over the years, with its active entities
in 24 countries, would be known as the Armenian
Relief Society.

The mission of this society was encompassed
within the following three basic aims which pre-
saged possible conditions and needs resulting from
the coming global upheavals.

a. To support, in times of peace, the benevolent
activities of social organizations and foundations.

b. To help the sick, the wounded, the needy and
their families during epidemics, war and natural
disasters.

c. To assist the needy families of individuals



p. <wdwdwrulh, wuwsh-
ruqup b1 jwd nrbil wnksh
wuwhnili’ oqlili] Yyhrwinrbw G-
rntl, quwroshwliirnili kit gnhb-
rnt pliswbpflbrnil:

q. Oqlinipliwli hwulip] wq-
quilintkr wlhwslilrnt juiros
plswlbpfllirnili ki1 gnhniwo
hwdwinrliirnt hwrwqusth-
ratl:

UGdhowmtu gqnroh [oniki-
Y, «Gurdhr fvwys» wlniwl
swl wecfuwsnn wju shniphilp
niitigun hhGq swrhGtrnt thwyj-
ntG m ptiniGuinr crowl dp bt
hr wnwohl mwsquiwinrw-
Jub dnnnyp gnidwrtig Pnu-
snlp k9, 30 dwjhu, 1915-hG" ULo Gntnlh
uljhqpp Genn, Mojuwhw) dswinrwljuwbibrnt
qulgniwowjhl dtrpwuniphtGGbrkG Gniwuq
fw@ hhGq cwpwp tsf

Muwsquiwinrwuwl dnnnyp, nr Yp qniqunh-
mbr wdbkrhjuwhw) juiwinrwwl cwrdnidhd,
nrnctig, hr cwrftirtG, pnidfnyrtir mnuryt; Yny-
Juubwl dwws’ fuGwitint hwdwr Yyhrwinr
dwrshyGtrp: dnnnyp, pwjuwlwpwr, gpuntgwt
Gwtt wntsh tqrhl ulqlwo OudwlbwbG Juju-
rmiptiwml hwy qubgmuwoltrni dwjwswqrny ti
htnwqhr Wp jntig Lwjuwquwh NithjupGhd,
luGnrtinyg nr hr wqnbgniphtGp h qnro nGt <w-
Juwuswlh wGqkG dnnnynirnhG umwnGwugnn
whwrlnt Yyswlqhl wnweofp wnGtint hwiwr:

Uty nt Ytu dhipnG hwynptiwb umwGnkt m
hwqurwinrGbrnt swrwqrniphGhG tsf, 1922
niGniwrhG yuquinitigwt «{wjwuswih Unygking
Oqlnmptwb Udtrhywjh YanrnGuiub SwidGw-
funidp»p, nrnil dk9 GhrjwjwgnighslGtir niGhgwb
funufuluwl yniuwlgmpphGGbrp, GhtntghGtrp,
{wj Pwrbgnrowub CGnhwlnir UhniphiGp t
{wj Guwrdpr vwsn: Uju gnrohl dtowgn)l vw-
swrnnp bnut {wj GYwrdhr lbwp, nr pr qrwubG-
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Uhowqquijhli Guirdpr Fowsh 10ry
Tonrhrpudnynifp, gnidwrniwo dpliki,

Uwrs10- Uwrpy 6, 1921 nrail
dwulivljghgwi <wyj Gurdhr lousp

The 10th Conference of the International Red
Cross, held in Geneva on March 10-April 6,
1921 in which the Armenian Blue
Cross took part

who have devoted their lives to the service of their
nation, and to support the kin of volunteers serving

in the ranks of defense forces.

This society, working under the name of Arme-
nian Red Cross, showed extraordinary activity for
the following five years and held its first conven-
tion in Boston, Massachusetts, on May 30, 1915 —
less than five weeks before the day that the Young
Turk government arrested all the members of the
Armenian intelligentsia in Constantinople and start-
ed the mass slaughter that would soon develop into
the first state-sponsored genocide of the 20th cen-
tury.

The Convention, coinciding with the beginning
of the Armenian-American Volunteers movement,
decided to send a contingent of volunteer nurses,
recruited from its own ranks, to serve on the Cau-
casian front. Naturally, the delegates took up the
matter of the security of the endangered Armenian
communities in the Ottoman Empire, and sent a
telegram to President Wilson, asking him to inter-
vene on behalf of the unarmed, defenseless popu-
lation of Western Armenia.



twyl m fursmnurp srwdwnrtg, gnroGuyubw-
mtu punGwiny wju Jurbinr dtnGurYhG phrw-
Yl Jwrhy ndp:

Grym swrh tsf, 1924-h wmrhj—dwjhu wihu-
Gtrp, lunrhrpujhl {wjwuswih yunwywrni-
ptiwl GwuwdtinGmpbwdp, jusjugnitigub
10 000 swrwqprGtirnt Lwjywusw thnfjuwnrnt-
pbhwl orwqrhG: Uju Gmwswyhl hrujuwiugiwl
hwiwr Juswrnmwd nprudwhwwfhG hrtlg qnr-
006 dwulwlygnmphiGp ptirpG <wj) Gurdhr lbwsh
poninr wlnwilbrG nt hwdwyhrGtrp: Udbrhjuw-
hwj qunnmpp, hGymtu dhes, wyu wlquy wy ghs-
guwi qlwhwsk] n qorwyhq Jwbqlhy wq-
qulmuwus wju orwqrhl hwdwr swrninn wchuw-
swifGtrm G, Jurd dwiwlwlh vty qnyuglbiny
hwrl tnuwo gmuwrGtrn:

Cwrnmbwlbiny hwj dnngnynirnh dGwgnrpu-
gh thryniptiwG qnrop, PnusnGh dkg, 1926-h jni-
1huhG gnidwrniwd pr musquiwinrwlwl dnnn-
JhG, wmwqu) LOU-n hr orwjurqhG yruyj Yp
nGt pnurftirnm, fhurstirnt G wrwpltrm foy
gsintwo hwj ywthwhwu nrptirnt G nrpnithhGh-
rnt hwrgp: dnnnyp muwrst §p nGE GnrpGsrtwg
GUtinr. yurympbwl Jruwy pwlGulygniphtGGtr Jw-
rtint Unirhny quGuqu6 yujrtirniG dk9 gnjni-
phiG niGtgnn <.4. bwsh dwulwdhintirnt thon-
gun dtnfwrybnm «ULEY nrp, vty nuljh» orwqrh
up cniswihnyp hrujuwluwgiwl thritpnt hwdwr
ubtir dnngnynirnh mwswGh ptynrGtrp: Gurd dw-
dwlwlh vk, wyu gnroGuyub orwghrp wrnhi-
Gwinrmbtgut wliumwubih juonnmphtGGbr wr-
dwlwqrbiny:

bpphhwsh orwqrwd m gnrownrwd 20rn
nurnt wnwohl ghinwumubGnpbwl pGpwgfhl m
wlnr juonrynn swrhGtrniG, LOU-h oswr br-
yhGfatrnt i quGuwqul winiGltrnt swy qnroh
1onmwo Gnrwhwusws thwinrGbirp, wiGiwG
(inthrntiny (onittigwl hw) Ynsnrwlynmwo dnnn-
ynirnh WGwgnrpughG thrmptw G hwdwr
swrninn hwiwhwjjwiwl wcfuwsw GfGtirniG:

Uju withnth hrwuswrwynphilp jurquGfh
hwitus sniurf dpl E dbr dtymytu dpihnG Guwhw-

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 90-TH COMMEORATION

In January, 1922, after the brutal murder of
one-and-a-half million Armenian civilians and the
exile of hundreds of thousands of exhausted survi-
vors, an American Central Commission for Famine
Relief in Armenia was formed with the participa-
tion of political parties, churches, the Armenian
General Benevolent Union, and the Armenian Red
Cross; the bulk of the work of this commission was
carried out by the latter. Indeed, the Armenian Red
Cross lent its offices and staff, thus becoming the
real moving force behind this effort.

Two years later, over the months of April-May,
1924, the Soviet Armenian government initiated the
repatriation of 10,000 refugees. All the supporters,
members and chapters of the Armenian Red Cross
concentrated their efforts on the fundraising for this
realization of this project. The Armenian-American
community, as always, this time also knew how to
appreciate and support worthwhile projects, and
the necessary funds were raised without delay.

Continuing the work of saving the remnants of
the deportees, at its July, 1926 Convention in Bos-
ton, the future ARS, put on its agenda the matter of
orphaned Armenian adolescents of both sexes kept
by Turkish, Kurdish and Arab households as do-
mestic help. The convention directed the newly-
elected Central Executive to negotiate—through its
Red Cross chapters in Syria—for the freedom of
these youngsters with a program called “One Or-
phan for One Gold Coin”. In a relatively short
time, this practical method yielded the desired re-
sults, allowing the young strays of the Genocide to
rejoin the Armenian fold, in the care of safe and
secure Armenian communities.

During and after the first genocide of the 20th
century, planned and implemented by the Young
Turk government of the Ottoman Empire, the new-
ly founded entities of the future ARS, working un-
der foreign skies and a variety of names, brought
their utmost to the pan-Armenian efforts of salvag-
ing the precious remnants of the once thriving pop-
ulations of a lost homeland.



swlGtrntG wGitn jhcwswypl tr wjl wihwiw'r
hwjnithhGbrniG nrnGf prbGg YurbphtG witihG
prpG Wtnibpm hwdwr 20rn gurnt wnwohb gti-
nuumu inptlGkG dnnnmrwo pwqiwhwqur
penmunlbrm wlGjuwrwgrtith swnwmuwGfp:
UanGg pnnwd orhGulyny k nr Lwj OqliniptimG
Uhniptiwl pwqiwhwqur winuilbrp cwrni-
GwltghG, tr GnjG Gniprniiny, mhsh cwrniGw-
kG, hrtilGg dwrnuuprwywb hwjrkGubnikr qnr-
op vhcs wwlowynir' wqqhl mt hwyrtGhfhG
JuGshG:
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This brief pamphlet is a modest offering of re-
spect to the undying memory of 1,500.000 of our
countrymen—men, women, children—savagely
put to death by an unrepentant foe, caught in the
frenzy of a racist jehad. It is also a tribute to the
thousands of Armenian women who did all they
could to bring relief, sustenance and hope to the
scattered survivors of an enormous crime against
the God-given nature and conscience of humanity.
It is in their example of dedicated service that the
ARS ranks continue their humanitarian work,
throughout the world, always attuned to the needs
of our communities, both in the Diaspora and the
Homeland.

£ Musquidwinrwljuli dnnniy,
gnidwrnuuo Pnusnd, 1919, 3nyjpu 2-5

Second World Congress,
held in Boston on July 2-5, 1919

GAGNALr UZUUNILDL ZUUUSULrUD
uraueuLae

Luwltirnry nurnt wnwohl ghinuwumubni-
phiGn h qnro Yp nrmkr pnurf ghinumuesGtirnt
ynnut’ hw) dnpnynmirgh tr wlnr musdwluG
hwyrtGhfhG wipnnowluwl nn9whqniip bt
JhrgGulwl wikwgnip hrwjuwlwuglbnt Wsw-
nrhw] nt orwqgrniwd thongunmuibtrny: {wjwu-

THE WIDESPREAD RESPONSE TO
THE CALL FOR RELIEF

The great Armenocide, that was being imple-
mented by the racist Turkish government in order
to annihilate, once and for all, the very existence of
an entire nation and its culture from the face of the
earth, continued unabated. A process that had start-
ed centuries before, reached its apex during World



muwbmpbwl Junnig ujuwd
qnroplpwgn, 1915-h wmrhy 24-hG,
whwrlnm pwithny dp Ytruljuw
umuwnGtrnt hr cwrwlp MNojhukG
dhbstr Str Qor, dtrpwlwmphil-
Gtirnt, YnpnmnisGtint, jujupwnuG-
Gtrnt, stnuwhwlnmphiGGtirnt, pnGw-
pwrniiftirnt Gt Ynsnrwoh ndnjuw-
jhG qnngnpwjh dp dwhwgnt G-
GwmurhhG: Uwluw)G, Unirhny wGw-
mustirniG dk9 funlintwo hhrwn,
wloph, wiwmuwusw(, judwfu
wlwubtih guikl ubhjwqurwo
fulbwyltirny sytirpwgun ULo Gntin-
Gp:

Utio mwstruqun ytirg gswi 1918-h qhlGwnuw-
nurny, vwluwjl, {wjniptiwl hwiwr — nr, wi-
hwiwr gqnhnnmphtGGurt tst, atinf kr pirwo hr
wiwhnmphtp — ULO UmwbnhG trirnrg w-
rw'rl Er nr mpsh uljubr...

Crotiiny mwrsnmiwoh tir junpwwbh nbrbrp,
fhdwpwwl mdbrp, fuowitirntwd Jurdhr (kni-
uwusw i bt furhinh whunrdwlGbirny wnw9-

(nrpmnn Urtindnisth pwrbwguuwd Jhgmwofta,

(inrwlnr fudndmpphiGGtrny, hrng nt urny hwjw-
otig, Ynsnrtig nt yswrbkg Urtitdswhwjwusw(h,
Uh1hyhnj, MnGsnup it hqihrh puqiwhwqur
hwj tit yjnjG pGwyhsGlrp” swrwqrtiwyGtirnt Gn-
rwlnr pwquniphtGlbr ustinotiny Nwruljwusw-
GEG, LhpwGwGEG nt GghmsnutG dhGstt 3niGwu-
swi, brwluw tr hinwinr Gwlwsw’ nir hwj nr-
ptirnt funuip dp wmwusw(@ Er gswo:

Uju whsnil, hhiwln nt wGoph pwqimphtG-
GtrnmiG thrymptwG wehnwswifGbrnG Wke, Wh-
owqquwjhl nt mbswlwb JunnjgGtirnt Ynntha,
utio ntir mwnughb, UdtrhuyktG dhistt Mwru-
Jquusw(, quwqul wimGGtrn swl gnronn
{0OU-h drwowl dhwinrltirp, wGhuwjus Gniprnt-
uny thwrbiny oqlimptiwlG pwqiwmhuh wchuw-
swifGtirniG:

Udkrpljugh <wy GQuirdpr Fowsh
hprwlinuwwuwhnihplifirni junidplirk G dpli

One of the nurses groups

War I, picking up momentum in 1915, from Con-
stantinople to the deserts of Der Zor, with incarcer-
ations, robbery, rape, hangings, deportations, and
outright massacres of the peaceful Armenian popu-
lation, resulting in a large detritus of what were
once human beings, ill, starving and without shel-
ter at Der Zor, located in the Syrian Desert.

The Great War came to an end with the 1918 Ar-
mistice, but for the Armenians — who, after untold
sacrifices, had achieved independence — it was only
the beginning of the second stage of the Genocide.

Reversing the roles of victor and vanquished
with the active support of Bolshevist Russia and
Western powers hungry for oil, the insurgent Ke-
malist forces continued the deadly process by mas-
sacring and evicting the remnants of Armenians,
Greeks and Assyrians from Western Armenia, Cili-
cia, Smyrna and the Pontus, creating a new mass of
refugees scattered from Persia, Lebanon, Egypt to
Greece, France and Canada, where a group of Ar-
menian orphan boys had found refuge.

These homeless, sick and starving masses of
humanity were in need of immediate and massive
relief. Alongside numerous international and state
humanitarian agencies, ARS entities, functioning
under various names from the United States to Iran,
worked with total devotion to make the relief effort
as successful as possible.

of the Armenian Red Cross of America



UGPIUHAP Nk UP3RL
UPGHGLE

MNuwrujwuswbh dtg, LOU-h Usrmwswlwbh
dhwinrp ujhqp wnuwt ULko mustruquh pipug-
fhG, Pwirhqh dt9' 1 qnroh (ombgwt Usrmuwsw-
Juwh {wj Ywrdpr lvws winilny:

Grp UrtindstwG {wjwuswGh pninr crowGGb-
rtl hwy qunpwluwGGtrnt funtiptir hwuwG
Usrmuwswlwlh vwhiwGuwitrd ghitrp ti
dwrnyujhb jurwecwrd nm waytirg JuruwGab-
rnil owyrp hwuwt Pwirhq Usrmuswlwlh {wj
Gurdpr lvwyp, dGwny hrt6 yrumuwhmwo nhi-
rhG ut9, whldhowmtu oqlintptiwl hwuwt unjwo
nt Jhuwibn swrwqrbwGtirniG:

{wy jwiwmrwwl cwrddwl widpnne stin-
nniptiwl, dwlws dbylnn pwlwluwjhGlGbrp npur-
dul U<LGlu-h frnpwlul hwruqus fuGudifhG
wnwriuw) qhGtwy nidbrnt k9 prtilg hwyrbhlGw-
(nikr ownwymptiwb pGpwgfha:

Muwsbrwquh wwrshl, Bwirhq G crowyw]-
fp wmuwuswliwo wrhtiswhw) qunpuwlubGtrp
hwuswsnitigwl Gnruqus {wjwuswlih vwhdwG-
GtrnilG dk9, urd dwiwlwlyniw) hwlqghus vp
swiny Usrmwswluwlh
{wj) Guwrihr lvw;hG:
Uwluw)G, 1921-hG, prfw-
Juwl vwhG G nniuw-
JuwG dnir6hG dhot
srnrniwd GnrwGlwfu
LwlrumbtismphiGn Y-
rwonttigwt funrhrywjhG
punyugnighsy hwGrw-
mbsniptiwG dp
YnrulgGtiny pr hnnu-
swrwofhG witih fu
trtf-funnryn:

Uju ndpwtus phrugh-
dwlp Gnr wepuwswf-
Gtirnt (otig ULGlu-p, trp
(intwstiuwl swrwqpr-
Gtrm huljwj pht dp,
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<ty Gwrdpr lowp nrpliqhriibirp Guwph dpgngpl
N Orphans at meal time L e
- O T

ACROSS THE NEAR- AND
MIDDLE-EAST

In Iran, the ARS Atrpatakan entity, founded in
Tabriz during the war, immediately geared into ac-
tion under the name of Armenian Red Cross of Atr-
patakan.

When Armenian refugees from Western Arme-
nian regions reached Iranian border villages, and
the destitute caravans proceeded to Tabriz, the
ARC of Atrpatakan, true to its mission, took upon
itself the care of these new, half-starved refugees.

Earlier, during their service in the Volunteer
Corps, troops leaving for the front, enjoyed the sis-
terly care of the ARC women of Atrpatakan.

At the close of the war, Western Armenian refu-
gees of Tabriz and its environs were settled in new-
ly-independent Armenia, offering a short respite to
the ARC women of Atrpatakan. Soon after though,
in 1921, caught between the Turkish anvil and the
Russian hammer, the free Republic of Armenia was
absorbed into the newly-constituted Soviet Union,
losing three quarters of its national territories to

predatory neighbors.




wikl npuwunt dswinrwuwGbbrnt tr qhGninrw-
JuwGGtrnt hts, 1921-h thtsrntwrbwl hwiwdn-
nnyrpuwjhl wmuswipnipbwl juonrnnn GlGenid-
GtrmG htstiwlfny, LinGwhwjwuswlh Yrwjny
GwhwGobiny, hwuwt Bwirhq jnqlwo, Jhrwinr
nt unyjuwo:

UsrmuwswlwGh <.4. lvwsnp pr thrjwrwr ph-
thirp swrwotig wju wlsnil nt pwthwnwlw@
puqinpphtGGbirmG yrwj b juonnhgwt nn9 mu-
ht] quGnGf dhGski qurn G, trp, ULUlu-h oqlini-
phwdp, ujuwt winbGg vhowdiwulmptwl, dwu
wn Jwu Ytrwunurdp Lwjwusw@: UhGstt GnjG
swrniw) ubtimsbuptirhG Ytrop, wrnkG wipnnow-
gwd kr wju hwyrbGunuréap tr Owirhqh dke Yn
UGwjhG vhwyG 1 200 hwj swrwqhrGbr, nrnGguk
dos 700 hngp' sfwinr. wju YtrohGGurkG phirw-
fwlshirp Yp uswlwr orwfwl Wty drh Gwe tir 6
pnidwl wivwuwl Gmuus: {tsqhtist, U.L.4.
lvw;h oqlimptiwdp tir wy dhongltirny, qunpu-
Julnphilp 4p uyup stnwinrnihy Gt pr wmrniu-
sp 4p Gwrk pr dwlsh frshGfny:

bGymtu Yp stulhGf, dto £ tnuo KOU-h nhirp
UsrmuwswlwGh crowGhG vt {wj Gurihr lbw-
sh wlnuw@ swl: MNtsf £ chicst] thwdwdwlwl,
pt Wdtrhyuwjyh <wy Gwrdpr lowsp, qghswl nt
hwnnry ppwiny hr htinwinr fojrorniG drwowi
nt ndmwrhlG wchuwswGfGbrni(, wyn dGwjwswq-
rwuwl swrhGtrnil, cwrmGuiupwr Gmuusw-
mrwd  Usrmwswwbh {wj Gwrdihr fuwsp’ Yn-
yhy gniudwrGbrnt murptirwwl GhrprndGtrny:

LOU-h hwiwuthhinfhw G Juqiwinrnidp wr-
nkG hul dswo Er pr pGuwlwl hniGhG dL9:
Usrmuwswlwbh tir Urbindstwl Girnmujh {wyj
Guripr lvwbirp, 1928-1929 swrbicrowh pG-
pwgfhl, hrtiGg pninr Ywulwdhinbrny dthwgui
{wy Gurdhr bwshG qpfuwinr YhnrnGp muwht-
1y Udbkrhyuwyh dte tr wipnnonyhl hirwgltipny
Udtrpyuwjh <wj Gurdihr bwsh OSrwqhr-GUwin-
Gwqhrn:

PnusnGh dk9, 1921, jnijhu 2-hG Yuywgwo hr
muwsquiwinrwwl dnnnyhl,— pwqiwpht wjp
hwrgtirmt YnnfhG — Gwsh wnGtiny Unirhng

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 90-TH COMMEORATION

This unfortunate turn of events imposed new
responsibilities on the ARC, as new caravans of ex-
hausted refugees, composed of private citizens,
government officials and military leaders escaped
in the aftermath of the February 1921 anti-Commu-
nist revolt.

The ARC of Atrpatakan, once more, opened its
comforting arms, taking charge of the homeless
multitudes, keeping them alive until spring, when it
became possible to repatriate most of them, in
small groups. By the end of September of the same
year, the repatriation had been completed, leaving
only 1,200 refugees of which, some 700 were desti-
tute. Each of these latter received a daily meal
along with a stipend of 6 Tuman. Gradually, with
ARC help and other means, the newcomers started
to settle down and became self-supporting.

As we can see, ARC of Atrpatakan played a
large role in the area. We must also mention that
the ARC in America, cognizant of the tremendous
role played by their sisters in Iran during those
fateful days, extended continuous financial assis-
tance, albeit in modest sums

The pan-Diasporan organization of the future
ARS had already entered its natural course. The
Armenian Red Crosses of Atrpatakan and Western
Europe, in the years 1928-1929, merged, along
with all their chapters, designating the Armenian
Red Cross of the United States as their world center
and formally adopting its Constitution and Bylaws.

On July 2, 1921, in a convention held in Bos-
ton—along with many other agenda items—taking
into consideration the prominence of the Syrian-
Armenian community, The ARC passed a resolu-
tion to do its utmost to promote new chapters in
that region and to assist them by all means avail-
able.

Five years later, a highly organized network
spread its activities throughout the local Armenian
communities, with Aleppo as its administrative cen-
ter. Numerous active chapters, from Antioch to Der

Zor, added a new momentum to activities of the



hwj qunniphG puwgunhy Jurbtinrniphilp, <w)
Yuwrihr lvwp nrnentd Juwjwgnig wikl 9w Gf
pwiht] stinnyG Yyrwy junwowgltiint Lwy Gur-
Uhr bwsh Jwulwdhintir nt wikl dtinyg odwG-
nult] winlg gnrontGtniptiwG:

<hGq swrh tsf, juquuytrmuwjwi gubgn
wrnkl hul swrwontwo tr qrhpt pninr hwjw-
pGuy Jujrtirnt k9’ Lwikmp niGhGwiny nrmktu
crowlwjhl Jurymptwl Guswywjr: Pwqiwpht,
wcfunyd Ywulwdhintr, UGshnftG vhGstr Skr
9Qor, Gnr tnwlnny qnroh (onittigwG crow GG
(Gtru, ghbnuumuwGwywi hwjwowlfitrkG 6n-
nnmrwo vwgnrpughl fulnniwoe hwiwjGfw-
jhG YtwGfp yhrwjuwlqGtpnt dswutitinniiny:

LhpwGwhw)y Oqlnmpbwl fvwsp Giu, nr dhG-
st1 1930 Unirhny <wj OqlmptiwG lwshG dwu
yp Juqutr, 1915-h Stnuumuw lnipbwl juonrnnn
swrhGtirniG, pr hwwswinr wlnuwdGtrniG Gnipr-
tiw) qnronitGtnmpbwip hwuwt hwjrbkGuqniry
dbtr dnnnynirnhl pwqiwmhpuh JurhfGbirnG w-
nw(g pGYyrynidh G dhcs fuy mwhtiny
thnfuninn muwjdwGGtrniG htis htisqghtisk pwquw-
gnn muwhwG9GtirniG:

GH'NMULUL SUTULUUUY

‘Uht Gnrfh {Ulu-h gwGftirny, U. {wdwc-
[lnwrhwjhG muwsbruwqdhG uyhqpp, 1914-haG,

3U3LULUL 8E1UUMULNFREUL 90-UUtUY
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organization, geared to the rebuilding of communi-
ty life disrupted by the Genocide.

The Armenian Relief Cross of Lebanon also—
an integral part of the ARC of Syria until 1930—in
the years following the 1915 Genocide, had brought
its share to the regional efforts to save the stricken

masses from annihilation.

IN THE EUROPEAN REGIONS

In 1914, with the determined efforts of the New
York Armenian Red Cross, at the start of World
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{FouwoeD 1914),
Registered under Section 1 of the War Charities” Ace,

President :
VISCOUNTESS BRYCE.

) ViceaPresidents :
Admiral of the

Lovd Waller T, Korr, 6.0, g oo ;
Lady B 3 . cipal A. Whyte, D.D., Edin.
Lady Prederick Cavendish M3, A. Whris
Visconnt Bryce, 0.M., 6.C..0. *Prok. J. Rendel Harris
Bishop Welldon, I.Iy, . Rav. . E:Ill!m'd. D.D.
ELEmH‘W,B,Rnuan mmhu
Hon. Mry, Alister Fraser Ansurin Williams, Feq., 2P,

m,. Thomas Noel Buxton, Eﬂ,.. MP
Sir Thomas Barlow, Bast.. sexgSwaem L Cadsony
ELV.0, MD. Bev. H. Westall
Sir Anderson Critchedt, Bart., C.V.0. Mrs. Hickson
Bir Edward Boyle, Bart. E. Wright Brooks, Eag.
Sir Wm. Buoll, BLP, Liput.-Colonel G. M, Gregary,
3ir Edwin Pears Prof. Hagopian - wh,
Teneeal Committee :
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Mrs. Madoleine Cole Rev. J. W. McCombe
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Misz F. Aganoor Mizs K. M. Reynolds
Mias J. 3. Jones Mrs. Snobohm
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Col, A, W, Chambers, ¥.D,
fankers - Lomdan & Jouth Western Bank, Holland Park Branmch

Haw. Treasurer

Mrs. Lydia Chambers.
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sington, Loadon, W.

UlGqrhny vt9, Undunthh Arwjuh Gwhiwquhnt-
ptiwdip — b1 prhswlwgh pwrdr nuwunt muslw-
(inn 27 wGdGuwinrmiphiGGtrnt thnfu- Gwhiwqu-
hniptiwdip — hhip 4p nroth <wy Qurdhr lvwgh
L Gunpuwluwlibrm {pdGunrudhG hwj Gt o-
swr swulipikty owlGop whhwsltrt Juquiniwo
Clnhwlnr 3widlwunmdph dp nijwjwrni-
ptiwl swl:

Otisrntwr 18, 1918-h6 juwjwgwo juwidGw-
[wipwjhG dnnnyhG fudpuwqrwo pinwrdwly stink-
JuaqrhlG dk9 Gocwlwlbih GG htstiittwy snnbrp.—

«ujuiuswbh yhrki dnip wdwbr bl §ni-
sutniw o, b1 pninr wlnlf nrnbf gniph Jugjo dp

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 90-TH COMMEORATION

War I, under the presidency of Viscountess Bryce
and the vice presidency of 27 prominent figures of
English society, foundations were laid for the cre-
ation of the Armenian Red Cross & Refugee
Fund. This new entity was managed by a General
Committee consisting of 11 well-known Armenian
and non-Armenian personalities.

The following statement, issued by the Febru-
ary 18, 1918 Committee Meeting expresses the seri-
ous concerns that motivated this group:

“The cloud over Armenia hangs dark and low-
ering, and it behooves all who possess a spark of
feeling for their fellow-creatures to work harder
than ever before in the matter of relief in order that
money shall be sent regularly in more adequate
sums for the rescue of those who, through no fault
of their own, have been robbed of all that made life
worth living. The silver lining in the cloud is to be
seen in the brave spirit with which Armenia’s peo-

ple are bearing their troubles...”

The Armenian Blue Cross of Greece, which re-
cently celebrated its 80th Anniversary, has played a
major role in aiding and supporting the victims of
the brutal,genocidal deportations perpetrated by the
Turks in Anatolia.

As a result of the Greek-Turkish war, in the au-
tumn of 1922, around one-and-a-half million

Greeks, along with some hundred thousand Arme-
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Bnrliwswlip <wj Quurdpr fowsh dninjh
dwulimdhinh « Uruerues»
dwliljwwwrskqp b nrplighriilirp

niGhb hrltig Uty dwrn wrwrwop hwlnky, wur-
sha. wibjph fuli brphf, pwlfny jonip oqlinipliwli
wppmwswltliirnili’ nrybuqh Juwrbih pppug wikiph
Ulo gnidwrllr hwuglib] wlinlig® nrnff, sur
putjush plirnidny, §nrulignigwo Ll wjl pninrp
nr fhwlifp swlhih §p nursll: Udwbrnil dkokl
onquigny jnjup lpnjip sunuwwyuwGfpli snljuni
wy i wlijui ju nqhli E gnr §p gnigupbirt <uijuiu-
sutlih dngnifnirnpp...»

MpunitGwitwyp ntin Yybrgtiru pninrwd 3ni-
Guwusw(h <w) GYumngs fvwp dGo nhir juswrwo

3U3LULUL stNUUMULNFR/EUL 90-UULBUY

The orphans studying at the “Ararat”
kindergarten of the Armenian Red Cross's
Volo Chapter in Greece

nians—among whom around 8,000
orphans—took refuge in Greece. It
took months to find shelter for this
huge mass of exhausted people.
They were placed in open fields, un-
der tents, or large halls, when avail-
able. It was under these conditions,
that were created the Armenian refu-
gee shanty towns of Fiks, Syngrou,
Lipazma, Kokinia, etc., in the periph-
eries of Athens and Pyreus.

In spite of the exhausted state of
the country, Greece, had put all its
resources to the service of the refu-
gee population. To help the Greek
Red Cross in its efforts to tend to the
sick, international organizations also
lent their resources to save the unfor-
tunate multitudes.

In view of these tragic circum-
stances, a group of concerned Arme-
nian women and young people come
together in Athens, and on June 2nd,
1924, found the Armenian Blue
Cross of Greece, dedicated to hu-
manitarian assistance to the poor, the
sick, the orphaned and the homeless.

Naturally, the main problem in
those days was to provide food, shel-
ter, medication and employment to
the Armenian refugees. Later on, the concern was
to provide for the educational needs of the chil-
dren. At the cost of great sacrifices, and the period-
ic financial aid from the ARC Central Office in
Boston, the founders of the Blue Cross embarked
upon the task of helping the refugees become self-
supporting.

Thus, from 1924 to 1928, fourteen chapters are
organized, many of which, after exemplary service
to the struggling communities, have passed to his-
tory.

In Thessalonika, as far back as 1923, preceding
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L tnbnGtw6 swrhGtrnil ustinontwo funuwjhG
Jyhdwlh pwrtjwiwl wechuwswGfGbrn G dky:

3njl-prfwjul mwskrwquhl htstiwGfny,
1922-h welw, cnirg dkyniytu dhihnG jnjlbr t
hwrhir hwqurh hwulinn hwjtir—nrnGg cwrfhG
dos 8 000 nrptir—whuwinr yhdwlyh k9 wmwu-
switguwl 3niGwuswb: Udhultr shiwo £ wju
hujwj pwqimptiwl shnuinrniip pwg nuestrnt
dte, yrwGGhrnt swly Jwd pnpwrdwl urwhGbrk
Gtru: Ujyu muwjdwGGhrmG swy t nr, UpkGfh ti
Phrtwjh crowuyfp ujuwl Juqunihy hwjjuw-
Ju@ phptnuectl qunpuwyuywbiGtr Spfu, UhGY-
rmt, Lhpwqiw, GnfhGhw, GiG.:

Snilwuswl, hwjwnwy hr wrhtGwfwy Yh-
dwyhl, srwiwunrwo kr hr pninr dhongGbrp sk-
nuinrtpnt hwiwr quppuwwl pwuqinippiGGbr
tit oqliniptiwG hwultijm wlihwdwr hhrwlnGb-
rnil: Mbswlwl Yurdhr fJvwsh YnnthaG, oswr
quqiuytrmniphtGGtir titu oqlniptiwuC Yp hwu-
GthG swrwqhr, pcniwn puquniphtGGhrnG:

b stu wju nptirquiwl prwugphdwyhl, wu-
muwrkq Yniqul fumdp dp hwynihhGbr G Grhsw-
uwrnGtr b1, oqgliniptwl dbtnf trjwrtpnt hwdwr
JurostwphG, hhrwGnhG nt nrpwgwo trbjuwGt-
rnil, 2 jniGhu 1924-hdG,
UptGfh dte hhup Yn nGta
3BniGwuswlh <wy
Gumnys lvwshG:

Llwjwlwpwr, wjn
ortirnt UndwiwGon hwj
qunpuwluwbitirnt sni(,
qnrd nt ninorw)f hwjpwj-
ph1G tr: Umw™ wikiih nic,
yrpwuwib orrwGGhrnt
hwuswsniiny hwjwmuwh-
muwGiwb qurl swyG Er:
Uto gnhnnniphtGGtrnt
qhGny m PnusnGh
LU lvwsh . dwrsnt-
ptiwl muwrptirwwl Ghrn-
rnilbrny, Yumngs lvwsh
hpuGunhrGbrp (ombtgwG

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 90-TH COMMEORATION

Bntlimuswlip Luirhnl fuunufhl dke <uy
Guwrdphr owsh pliwdfhl julistiniuwo nrplr

the present day Armenian Relief Society of Thrace
and Macedonia, an entity called Armenian Red
Cross of Thrace and Macedonia had been officially
registered by the Greek state, functioning with its
own Constitution and Bylaws. Enjoying the state’s
moral support and using local resources, this entity
managed to do outstanding work for the communi-
ty, mired, at the time, in numerous problems, as
well as in bringing assistance to the newly settled
refugees.

In France, the preliminary work for an ARS en-
tity had started in Marseille, during the years of Ar-
menian independence. Its original name was “The
Marseille Chapter of the Red Cross of Armenia”
and it was directly connected to its namesake in
America, as one of its chapters.

The Marseille Chapter focused its activities on
providing the necessary aid to meet the urgent
needs of local refugees, consisting of destitute, of-
ten sick, families and orphans. It had established a
special center called “Shelter for the Protection and
Sustenance of Armenian Children”, where close to
a hundred youngsters received nourishment,

Orphans entrusted to the Armenian Red Cross
in the city of Lavrion, Greece
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Distribution of milk in Dourghouti, Greece

hw) qunpwlulp hGfGwpwt npurdltint we-
fuwswGfhG:

Ujumtu, 1924-LG dhGstt 1928, Yp YuqunithG
14 dwuGwdhintr’ nrnlgit cwshrp ptht wjuor
qnyniphiG yniGhG, vwyu)l wskGhG, Wto wechuw-
swif yuswrwo Gl G niGtgwo GG ptinniG qnr-
oniGkniphiG h julGnpr {Lwympbwb urshG Gnbtn-
GhG pwgwo whhwiwr Ybrftirnt pmdiwG bt
umhwguw:

UtjwGhyh dke, «@rwlhn) it UwltinnGhn
{wj Guwrihr fJvwyg» wlnilny dhniphtG dp
Jququnmuwo tr ntin 1923-hG, Gt hr nurnyG Juin-
Guwqrny gnrobtynt hwdiwr, mwcsolGwmtu Juwik-
rugmwd tr 3nitGwuswlh yunwyurnipbiwG
ynnut:

Uju dhmptiwl uquniphiGp oGniln wowo
ppwiny hwy qunpuwlwliwywb crowlhl, winr
qnrontGkniphtGG wy wnuntjwmtu Gnihrnibguit

healthcare, medication and other necessities, free
of any charge.

In Rumania, the Armenian Red Cross was
formed in 1920, during the heady days of newly
achieved independence. This entity, not only man-
aged to see to the needs of the local community,
but created the kind of enthusiasm in its following,
that resulted in substantial aid to the countless refu-
gees in Armenia. Thus, over the years 1920-1921, it
sent 43,000 leis worth of clothing, condensed milk
and canned food, along with a cash sum of 45,000
ley.

As this brief narrative describes, the very first
entities of devoted Armenian women — gathered
around the future Armenian Relief Society — from
the Middle East to Europe and America, brought
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wqqujhl twlitrm odwlnwymptwb tr hh-
twlnltrm nuriwlnuih wehnwswGfGtrniG:

Ujn ndntwrhl dwiwlGwyltirniG, ©rwlhn) bt
UwlytnnGhny <wj Gurdhr lowsp, Juytibinyg
3njl mbswlwl purnjuwl wowlgniphilp’
Jqurnquguwt cocwihtiih wrnphGfGirnt hwuGhy
gnhwgnid swny qunpulubGtrnt yurpfGhrm G’
hwunjph wnppir mGaGwny qnis stinuiwa vh-
ongGtir:

brwGuwjh dt9, LOU-h Gwuwmusrwusw-
Juwi crowlp ujuwo tr Uwrupihng dke UG{wfu
{wjwuswGh orny’ nrmtu «{wjwuswlh Gurdhr
lwsh Uwrupihny UwulGwdhin», jumniwo U-
dtirpjuwjh hwdwGniG <wy Gurihr lvwsh Ytinrn-
(hG hts’ nrmbu Jwulwdhin:

Uwrupihny dwulwdhinp hr oqlniphilp Yp
pbrkr stininjG hw) qunpuwlwGGtrnG, Juroshwy
tit sfunnr oGnnfGtrnt i hpwlnlGhrmG: Pugwo
Er Jusniy «{wj Uwlniyltrnt Muesmulniptwb
UGGnwlwjwG-CangniGurwl» Ynynwo YunrnG
dp nir hwrhirh dos hwyj
dwlnybGlir, drhwpwr Yp
uswlwjphl pdciuyu
[uGwuif, ninorwyf t
wlhrwdtics wj] mhsnjf-
Gbir:

MnidwGhny Gurdhr
lvwsp oGniGn wnwo tr
1920-h nwlnwywn orti-
rnili: UG ny dhw)l Yurn-
nugwd t hwulh] qu-
nnipwjhG JurpfGtrnG,
w]] bt nqbiinrmphiG bt
cwrdmd ustindwo k
hwultnt hwdiwr hwj-
rtGpf wmuwuswlwo hwj
qunpwluwlniptiwG:
1920-1921 swrticrowGha,
Lwjwusw @ nrjwo k
43 000 (Ejh wrdtfny

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 90-TH COMMEORATION

<uty GQuurdpr lowsh nrpliqhriitir
llhwrniuo Girnwwh Ukp 1926-hli

their total commitment to the salvation of the
Genocide survivors, reviving in them the feeling of
hope, replenishing their depleted energy, and
strengthening their will to survive.

In those critical days, the widespread ARS re-
lief network, realized with Aknuni’s input and
guidance, gave its utmost, from New York to Der
Zor, so that — above all — the thousands of or-
phans and homeless children, barely surviving the
process of wholesale extermination, would survive
and grow up, strong of body and spirit, in both the
Homeland and the Diaspora.

Thus, taking a stand alongside its endangered
nation, the ARS succeeded in its mission. This life
and death struggle, imposed by the Genocide, end-
ed by the victory of life over death — witness the
newly-built ARS Birthing Center in Akhurian, Ar-
menia, the official opening of which coincides with
the April 24 pan-Armenian, 90th Anniversary com-
memorations — from New York to Der Zor, and
beyond.

Orphans adopted by the Armenian Red Cross
photographed in Europe in 1926
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Quidwrhswjhli dwuliwapinp, Sniliwusuli

The Kamaritsa Chapter, Greece

hwaqniustintl, fuswgwo Jup, mwhwon) nisthf
tit 45000 (k) hGymG nrwy:

bGymtu wju hwiprd Gurwgqrujubn gnjg
yniswy, wmuwqu) {wy OqlniptiwG UhniptiwG
cnir9 huwfniwo Gniprbwy hwynithhGhrnt wju
wnwohl vhwinrGtirp, UhohG Urtintift.G dhGybt
Gurnmuw i Udbkrpjuw, hrolGg wipnnowwb
odwlnwynphilp ptirhG Uto GntinGEkG dnnnm-
rwo swrwqrbiwGtirniG, wnbGg Gurclybiny jnju,
ynrny nm ybrwumrbtpne judf:

Bqlwdwiwjhl wyn ortirntlG, UYGniGhh owaG-
ftrny prwulniphtG nurdwo {LOU-h plnur-
dwl ywqiwytrmniphiGp, ‘bht GorftG dhGstit Str
9Qor m wilykg wlnhG sniwt hr wnwibjwgnylp

nrmbuqh, wnwohl htirphG, whwinr umwGntG
[Junrcwjwhwr hwqurwinr nrptirG m wG-
musumur dwimybbrp yurtGuG yhrumrpp m
hwuwl Gtsty, hwyrtGh pL oswr trijwljwiwrh
swl, bhqpfwumtu nt hnqimtu wnnn9 nt Yuwjswn:
M1 wyumktu, wcuwhwgrht Wtr dnnnynirnh
ynnfhG YubqGwo, LOU-p juonntigut hr wnwfh-
nptiwG dko: Stnuwumuwlnmpbwl murswnrwo
Ytlwg-dwhnt wju muwjfwrp yrpwgur YhwG-
fp'G junpwlwlyny dwhniw@ Yyrwj) — Yyw’y hwy-
rtGh hnnh Yyrwy <OU-h Gnruwlwnnyg oGGnw-
snilip’ nrni0 muwecsolGwlwl pwgnidhG orp Yp
qniqunhmp Umrhy 24-h 8tnuumuwGniptiwG 90-
wutwihl hwiwhwjjujuw'G jnicwsoGwljuswr-
dwl — Lht GnrfkG dhGybe Str Qor’ nt wlnhG:
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AS THE EARTH FLOWED RED

April 24, 1915

The old woman Takouhi
Watches the fly

Climb up the window screen.
She blinks

As wind blows strands

Of white hair across her face.

Pressing her crooked finger

Against the screen,

She points

To pink roses spotted brown,
Half-shriveled tomato plants

Sprawled on the ground.

And she remembers...

Her mother and father

Dead in the fields,

Her baby brother

Tossed in the river,

And her big sister

Dragged away by men—
Long ago,

When the heavens screamed
As the earth flowed red

On land where her people lived.

Takouhi, called Queenie

On this new land that’s been so good to her,
Looks at her rough, knobby hands,

And she remembers...

When they were soft and plump

As she stroked her mother’s face—and they smiled,
As she touched her father’s prickly chin—and they grinned,
As she held her sister’s hand—and they sang,

As she played with her brother—and they laughed,
The day before

The heavens screamed

As the earth flowed red

On land where her people lived.

Takouhi blinks

And wipes away tears

As she remembers...

Her people—the Armenians,
The day

The earth flowed red.

Knarik O. Meneshian

February 2005
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At its 67" International Convention, in Athens,
the Armenian Relief Society passed a resolution to
hold three, geographically distinct seminars, for the
Americas, the Middle East, and Europe. These gath-
erings were to study and discuss fundamental is-
sues concerning the ARS and our communities,
both in the Homeland and the Diaspora.

Taking place consecutively in Canada, Lebanon
and Bulgaria, these seminars gave the membership
a chance to review the long road covered by the

The ARS/Europe Seminar in Plovdiv

Society, reaching and passing the gates of the 21
century. They provided an opportunity to evaluate
past performance and plan for future activity in a
fast changing world, on both regional and global
scales.

The first of these seminars took place in 2003; the
second and the third took place more recently: the
ARS/Middle East gathering was in the month of
April, 2004, in Beirut, culminating with a pilgrim-
age to Der Zor; ARS/Europe, the last of the three,
was held in Plovdiv, 20-22 May, 2004.

HE ARS/EUROPE SEMI-

NAR brought together
members, primarily from Bul-
garian cities such as Plovdiyv,
Sofia, Burgaz, Varna, and
Rousse, as well as the Greek
cities of Athens, Thessaalonica
and Didimotiko, and members
from several cities of France —
Paris, Valance, Marseille — and
London, England. The atten-
dance, although not overwhelm-
ing in numbers, proved condu-
cive to a close and intimate
atmosphere where the members
of the host country could
demonstrate their extraordinary
hospitality to their sisters partici-
pating from other countries.
This seminar came to show,
once more, that no matter where
they hail from, ARS members
enjoy a unique closeness,
sharing common tasks and
experiences like a close-knit
family.

The Seminar, held in one of

Plovdiv’s better hotels, had its
opening in the morning of May

20, in the conference hall of the
hotel, in the presence of His
Eminence Tirayr Archbishop
Martikian, Prelate of Rumania
and Bulgaria, the local represen-
tative of the ARF, and represen-
tatives of sister organizations.
The opening remarks were
made by Mannik Shamlayan,
Chairperson of ARS/Bulgaria
followed by the reading of
welcoming letters from the
Mayor of Plovdiv and the
Ambassador of Armenia. To the
great satisfaction of the local
Armenian community, the local
media treated this seminar as a
notable event.

After the opening ceremo-
nies and the departure of official
guests, the seminar proceeded
with its agenda.

Mrs. Helen Merdjanian,
represented the ARS Central
Executive Board while Mrs.
Ojik Gregorian represented the
CEB/Central Office — the coor-
dinator of the Seminars initiated
and organized by the Central
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Executive Board. Mrs. Merdjan-
ian, who presided over the
proceedings, stressed, in her
opening remarks, the compel-
ling motivations for these
special, large scope regional
gatherings:

“At last, the 20-year dream
of our European entities became
a reality,” she said, “The Euro-
pean Union, until recently
composed of 9 countries, today
has 25 members, by the year
2007, with the admission of
Cyprus, Bulgaria and Rumania,
it will become a continent
consisting of 28 countries where
ARS entities of various sizes
will find themselves with new
opportunities and challenges.

“As citizens of constituent
countries of Europe, the ARS
and its membership will assume
their rightful place and duties in
a vast mosaic of peoples,
languages and cultures. During
these two days,” continued Mrs.
Merdjanian, “we are going to be
presented with the study of the



most recent issues facing Eu-
rope, and humanity in general;
we will question and re-evaluate
the approaches and directions
we have followed in the past,
seeking to open new roads with
these first steps, so that all ARS
entities in Europe continue our
Society’s long journey permeat-
ed with the concept of Union.
Together, we shall endeavor to
bring forth the common denom-
inators of shared concerns and
interests.

“The wish was always there.
Now, it has become reality,”
concluded Mrs. Merdjanian,
“On behalf of the Central
Executive Board, I wish total
success to your endeavors.”

The subjects discussed at the
three ARS seminars were ap-
proximately the same; the
speakers presenting them were
different. Although each conti-
nental region — America,
Europe and Middle East — face
similar issues, and almost
everywhere, ARS-ers function
under the same Blue Banner, the
geographically divers regional
cultures create differences in the
conceptualization of problems
and their solutions. Be that as it
may, a unity of purpose emerges
whenever the higher interests of
our people and our Society are
at issue. With this process at
work, the Seminar conducted
and resumed its proceedings in
a constructive manner.

The subjects discussed were
the following: “The Status of
Voluntary Organizations in the
21 Century”, presented by Mr.
Shahan Farajian; “Non-Govern-
mental Organizations and the

ARS”, presented by Mrs. Helen
Merdjanian; “Culture and
Education in ARS Activities”,
presented by Mrs. Eva Berberi-
an; “Diaspora-Homeland”,
presented by Mr. Hacob Balian;
“Armenian Organizations in the
Newly Constituted Europe”,
presented by Mrs. Hilda
Choboyan, and “Armenian
Javakhq”, presented by Mr.
Bagrat Sargsian. The basic
premises of these lectures are
presented below:

1 “The Status of Voluntary
Organizations in the 2I*
Century”: While presenting
the present status of voluntary
organizations, Mr. Farajian
focused on the profile of mem-
bership, modus operndi, etc.
Addressing fundamental ques-
tions and suggesting answers,
he presented his subject which
closely concerned those present
— all of them dedicated mem-
bers, working on a strictly
voluntary basis. The lecturer
posed the following questions:
Is it possible to define voluntary
service? Is it a marginal, ama-
teurish exercise? Is it an anach-
ronistic, moral-idealistic choice?

Then, he asked whether the
systems of free enterprise and
globalization hinder the pace of
volunteer work, diluting the
meaning of individual commit-
ment. On the other hand, wheth-
er the demands of modern
professionalism neutralize the
productivity of voluntary work.
Then, he made a comparison
between the quality and volume
of voluntary endeavor and
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professional work. In his con-
cluding remarks, he referred to
the methodology and basic
concepts with which it becomes
possible to recruit new volun-
tary manpower.

2 “Non-Governmental
Organizations and the ARS”,
the second subject to be dis-
cussed at the Seminar, was
presented by Mrs. Helene
Merdjanian who started by
defining briefly the nature of
these organizations; she spoke
of the conditions that led to their
creation, their role in society,
etc. Then, she focused on the
mission of the world-wide ARS
structure as an NGO. She raised
the question of where we are in
this field and to what degree we
justify our NGO status. In a
concise overview, she presented
the chronology of our participa-
tion in UN/NGO activities,
raising the question whether this
partnership is a means to an
end, or an end in itself — as one
among many other ARS
projects? She also dwelled on
the work to be done within ARS
ranks for awareness of NGO
activities, underlining particular-
ly the fact this work is not, as
yet, integrated into our regular
activities throughout the re-
gions, and the efforts needed to
make NGO activity an integral
part of our culture.

3 “The Place and Issues
Concerning Culture and
Education in Today’s Arme-
nian Reality”: Over the de-



cades, a apecial place has been
given to culture and education
in the multi-faceted activities of
the ARS. Therefore, the Semi-
nars allotted a particular place to
them on their agendas. In her
presentation, Mrs. Eva Berberi-
an focused on their role in both
the Diaspora and the Homeland,
discussing the present challeng-
es that Armenian culture and
education have to face. In a
short introductory, she empha-
sized the importance of culture
and education, and focusing on
ARS activities in those two
fields, and the lessons culled
from that experience, she
evaluated ARS efforts to support
the process of safeguarding and
developing all facets of Arme-
nian culture as satisfactory and
laudable.

Then, the lecturer spoke of
present problems that we face in
the implementation of our
cultural and educational pro-
grams and the solutions to those
problems, making separate
references for Diasporan and
Homeland issues. In studying
the issues, Mrs. Berberian had
had interviews with Homeland
intellectuals, such as Sos Sarg-
syan, Sylva Kaputikyan and
Nora Hacobyan, whose conclu-
sions and comments she includ-
ed in her presentation.

4 “Diaspora-Armenia’”:
This subject was presented by
Mr. Hacob Balian who, started
by describing the formation of
the Diaspora and its develop-
ment. Then he depicted the
present state of the Diaspora,

underlining specifically that, in
numbers, it constitutes more
than half of the nation. This fact
alone should be enough reason
to actively pursue its preserva-
tion and development. Despite
this, due to surrounding condi-
tions, and our own apathy, the
Diaspora is deteriorating. The
language is in retreat, so are the
cultural structures. As a conse-
quence, the soul and spirit of
our Armenian identity become
weaker every day, and the
Diaspora seems to be no longer
concerned with the fate of its
national roots, and its own
ultimate destiny. In the light of
these facts, we must develop
long-range policies, in order to
fight agains degeneration on
various levels. For this, we need
manpower and financial means;
two things that, today, the
Diaspora does not provide in
sufficient quantities. And since
the Diaspora is a national and
political issue, it’s ethnic charac-
ter must remain strong. For all
these reasons, a long-range
policy is of the essence if more
than half of our nation is to
survive.

5 “Armenian Organizations
in the Newly Constituted
Europe”: This subject was
presented by Mrs. Hilda
Choboyan. The lecturer who,
through Armenian Cause activi-
ties, keeps in touch with the
communities, emphasized the
importance of Europe where
one million Armenians live and
work. Over the last five years,
Armenians of Europe have
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acquired a new awareness of the
potential of a reconstituted
Europe and its expanding
structures. These new structures
open new avenues for us,
particularly for the ARS and its
global involvements with
humanitarian work. When so
many communities develop on
the same continent, there is a
need for coordination of efforts.
Communication lines, thus far
developed, are not structured for
maximum cooperation. There
are possibilities of receiving
funds from EU agencies for
cultural and social programs; it
is essential that we tap those
resources in an organized
manner. Mrs. Choboyan also
focused on the various structural
entities of the European Union,
describing the nature and
function of each one.

6 “Armenian Javakhq”,
was presented by Mr. Bagrat
Sargsian, who, to start with,
focused on the province’s
history and the present political
and economic situation in the
region. He continued by speak-
ing about the activities of the
special ARS Committee, detail-
ing the modus operandi of the
support programs to improve
the socio-economic and cultural
standards prevailing in Javakhq
today. Mr Sargsian presented the
demographic distribution of our
people in that region, including
the churches, monasteries,
monuments, etc. According to
the lecturer, the overall number
of the Armenian population in
the area is over 220,000. Speak-



ing of specific, on going pro-
grams, he mentioned the reno-
vation of school buildings, the
publication of the “Javakhq
Monuments” volume, the
planned creation of youth
centers, farm cooperatives, etc.
He finished by saying that there
is an enormous amount of work
still to be done in the region.

Following the presentations,
a question and answer period
gave the participants of the
Seminar a chance to take part in
the discussions and to expand
their knowledge in the areas
covered by the lectures. The
Seminar’s closing remarks were
delivered by the ARS/Bulgaria
Regional Executives Chairper-
son, followed by the Represen-
tative of the ARS/CEB.

AT THE CLOSE OF THE SEMI-
NAR, the ARS/Bulgaria Region-

al Executive organized a tour
for the participants with visits to
Armenian churches in Plovdiv
and Sofia, the Armenian School
of Plovdiv and informal gather-
ings where they could meet the
local ARS membership. A Re-
quiem was officiated in memory
of all deceased ARS members in
the St. Gevorg Church of Plo-
vdiv. The participants also wit-
nessed a moving ceremony of
the raising of the Cross on the
steeple of the church, conducted
by His Eminence the Bishop/
Primate of Rumania and Bulgar-
ia. Until then, this centuries-old
church, where Komitas Vardapet
himself has said Mass and sung
Sharakans, did not have a cross
on its dome. With the efforts of
the Plovdiv Armenians, the en-
tire dome is being rebuilt, with
an Armenian Style Cross —
raised on that very day, on May
23, 2004 — visible from many
parts of the city.

Members of the tour attend-
ed a function at the Tutunjian
Armenian School, next to the

Church, where they were treated
with songs and dances per-
formed by the pupils. The next
day, the visit to Christapor
Michaelian’s grave in Sofia was
a memorable one; together, all
attendants sang patriotic songs,
pledging to continue to serve
their nation. After visiting the
Sofia Church, the meeting in the
Armenian Culteral Center with
the ARS/Bulgaria members gave
the visitors a chance to get ac-
quainted with ARS work in Bul-
garia. The membership, gath-
ered there, listened to a report
by Mrs. Helen Merdjanian about
current ARS/CEB’s programs in
Armenia, Artsakh and Javakhgq.

The ARS/Europe Seminar
gave the opportunity to ARS
members residing and working
in various European cities, to
meet and discuss social and cul-
tural challenges in our commu-
nities both in Europe and the
rest of the world with a fresh
eye and to seek innovative

methods to function efficiently
in a fast changing world. ®
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Un destino seiialado

un hoy puedo oir la voz
temblorosa de mi abuelo
ontandome esa historia,
repeti-da una y mil veces, siempre
con la emocion a flor de piel y las
lagrimas asomando por sus ojos y
por los mios.

Puede decirse que fue la Divina
Providencia. ¢Quién sabe? iQuién
pudiera hoy re-mon-tarse a ese
entonces, para tratar de comprender
un poco mejor los designios del
des-tino!...

Tantas veces habia oido esa
historia, que ya mi imaginacién
habia materializado a sus
personajes. Y es asi como ain hoy
lo recuerdo. Con la sensacion de
haber estado ahi, de haber sufrido
con ellos, de haber sentido esa
ansiedad y ese vacio que provocan
saber que el destino de uno esta en
manos de otros, de desconocidos, de
seres crueles y arbitrarios, sin honor
ni principios, con sangre en sus
manos.

Ahora mismo siento en mi boca
un sabor amargo, y mis 0jos no
pueden dejar de llo-rar mientras
escribo estas palabras.

Después de tantos afos, todavia
escucho la voz de mi abuelo, que
me cuenta una vez mas c6mo un
instante, un preciado instante, hizo
que su destino cambiara, y
decidiera que €l tenia que vivir...

Escucho su voz, que en forma
pausada me dice: “Estaba con mi
abuela, con temor y esperando,
tomados de la mano... en una
caravana de gente en la que habian
reunido a todos los armenios de
Mush. Allj, en fila, aguardabamos la
orden de marchar hacia el desierto,
ha-cial-a muerte...”.

“De pronto, vinieron unos
oficiales turcos acompafiados por
un joven armenio, de ofi-cio
panadero, quien de inmediato
sefial6 a unas mujeres y a un nifo
que estaban parados junto a

¢ Cudnto vive el hombre, por fin?
¢ Vive mil afios o uno solo?

¢ Vive una semana o variossiglos?
¢Por cudnto tiempo muere hombre?
¢Qué quiere decir para siempre?

Pablo Neruda

nosotros. Como entre los turcos no
habia profesionales ni gentes con
oficios, ne-ce-sitaban de los
panaderos, carpinteros, herreros y
demas artesanos armenios. Por eso,
ellos y sus familias no integraban
las caravanas de la muerte”, sigui6
contandome mi abuelo.

“La familia de este joven
panadero armenio se habia
colocado cerca de nosotros, por-que
como mi familia era una de las mas
poderosas y pudientes de la ciudad,
se presumia que nosotros no
seriamos enviados al desierto, que
de alguna u otra forma nos
salvariamos de esa ruta hacia la
muerte. Sin embargo, el destino
estaba escrito de otra forma. Fueron
ellos los senalados para sobrevivir,
mientras nosotros permanecimos
alli...”.

“Fue entonces que mi abuela,
dirigiéndose al panadero armenio,
le dijo en un susu-rro que me
llevara también a mi, diciendo que
yo era su hijo. El joven, entonces, le
dijo al gendarme turco: ‘Ese
también es mi hijo’. Pero el oficial
no pareci6 creerle demasiado,
por-que el panadero superaba
apenas los veinte afios, y yo ya
tenia ocho. ‘¢Cémo que es tu hijo?
{Estas seguro?’, le dijo el turco.
‘iClaro que si! iEs mi hijo?, dijo el
armenio con tal se-gu-ridad y
firmeza, que parecia no haber
dudas. Y asilogré llevarme con él,
salvandome de la muerte, evitando
que el desierto me tragara, como lo
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hizo con el resto de mi familia...”,
me dijo mi abuelo, sin poder evitar
que las lagrimas resbalaran por sus
mejillas al recordar todo eso...

Es terrible pensar que la vida de
mi abuelo dependi6 de un segundo.
Ese segundo en que mi tatarabuela
puso a mi abuelo en manos de
aquel joven panadero armenio. Ese
segundo en que ese piadoso joven
armenio acept6 formar parte de esta
historia. Y también mi vida
depende de ese segundo, como asi
también la de toda mi familia.
Porque de no haberse dado como se
dio, no estariamos aqui ahora...

La historia de cada uno de los
sobrevivientes del Genocidio
Armenio es un relato ex-cepcional,
unico y dramatico. Todos sufrieron,
todos lloraron a los que no
pudieron so-brevivir.

Sin embargo, el espiritu del
armenio no decayo; a pesar de tener
el corazon sangran-do, luch6 para
continuar viviendo, por sus muertos
y por los que vendrian, por las
genera-cio-nes futuras.

Hoy mi abuelo ya no esta con
nosotros, pero su memoria sigue
viva en mi y en mi familia. Porque
la cadena continda, y debemos
impedir que se rompa.

La Gran Tragedia del pueblo
armenio, el Genocidio de 1915/23,
marcé a fuego el des-tino de
nuestro pueblo, diezmandolo y
decidiendo el futuro de cada uno de
nosotros.

Hoy ya han pasado noventa
afios, pero eso no es excusa para
olvidar. iJamas! Por los que
murieron, por los que
sobrevivieron. Por todos los que
depositaron su confianza en
nosotros. Para que su muerte y su
constante lucha —como asi también
la nuestra- no sean en vano. ®

Graciela Kevorkian
Buenos Aires - Argentina
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Anotaciones al margen de un viaje
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En un ‘rincén argentino’ de Erevdn

revan en julio sigue

manteniendo los rasgos

mas tipicos del sofocante
calor (40 grados a la sombra)
durante el dia y la salvadora ‘brisa
del Iluminador’ por la noche que
convierte los cafés al aire libre en
una etapa obligada, donde hasta las
2 0 3 de la mafana, si no mas, uno
se siente transportado a la Recoleta,
sea con café o cerveza, jugo de
frutillas o champaia... Todo el
centro de Erevan es la zona del
encuentro, como en Paris

au soleil, sous la pluie,

a midi ou & minuit,

il y a tous que vous voulez

au Champs Elysées’

canta con contagioso optimismo
el desaparecido Joe Dassin desde el
enésimo CD ‘Made in Russia’ que
compro en Erevan.

Pero cuando se vive a diez
minutos del centro y se tiene la
oportunidad de recorrer las distintas
barriadas, atin las periféricas, no
hace falta ser demasiado perspicaz
para advertir que debajo de las
renovaciones, los autos caros y los
negocios de lujo del centro hay

Vartan Matiossidn

‘otro pais’ en el que vive sumergida
la gran mayoria de la poblacion. Es
el pais donde la gente vive apenas
con lo justo, a menudo dependiente
de las remesas de divisas del
exterior, y donde la ostentacion casi
obscena de los pocos —casi siempre
de dudoso origen— estalla como una
bofetada en el rostro de los muchos
que hoy por hoy sélo pueden
intentar o sonar, al decir del poema
de Mario Benedetti, con que

‘en mi pais

la gente viva feliz

aungque no tenga permiso’...

Una vez mas, todo se reduce a la
sempiterna imagen del vaso de
agua. (Esta a medio llenar o a
medio vaciar? El optimista ex-
clamara sin vueltas ‘A medio
llenar’; el pesimista insistira, igual
de tajante, en lo contrario. Sin
dejarnos llevar por la retérica hoy
insulsa de los intereses partidarios o
ideologicos, los realistas diremos
que el vaso se esta llenando lentam-
ente, pero que la calidad del vidrio
deja mucho que desear y se esta
filtrando agua por las paredes del
vaso... ¢Mas o menos de la que se

24

llena? Dejo al lector el deseo o la
obligacion de formular una respues-
ta categorica.

Estoy en esa ciudad de las
sorpresas permanentes y de los
signos contrapuestos. Es mi séptima
visita desde el ahora lejano 1989 y
las comparaciones con el pasado
(otofio de 1992) vienen a la mente
adn sin que uno se lo proponga.
Erevan sin agua, sin luz, sin nafta,
sin gas, sin transito, sin pan, sin... Y
hoy, exactamente al revés.

No ha cambiado tanto desde
2002 y tampoco he iniciado estas
lineas con el objeto de volver a
escribir notas de viaje. El ‘suefio de
una noche de verano’ del que
hablaba en aquel entonces (‘Sardara-
bad’, 11 de diciembre de 2002-8 de
enero de 2003) esta plenamente
vigente con todas sus luces y sus
sombras. Hasta nuestro Patrick
Tateosian, casi dos afios después de
su prematuro alejamiento, sigue
firme alli, en los lugares que hemos
recorrido y en la memoria de tantos
que lo conocieron o lo escucharon
nombrar.



Entre mis jornadas de trabajo en
la Academia de Ciencias, el Museo
de Literatura y Arte, los Archivos
Nacionales, la Biblioteca Nacional,
el Museo del Genocidio o la
Sociedad de Escritores, se suman
visitas a lugares a los que no habia
ido. Uno es el museo de Serguei
Parajanov, que conserva con tanto
deleite la memoria de un cineasta y
artista idiosincratico, de tanta
originalidad como el ‘Gato Negro’
de Fernando Botero valuado en un
millén de délares, emplazado al pie
de Cascat, donde pronto se erigira
el museo de arte contemporaneooc-
cidental de la Fundacion Cafesjian,
que, sin dudas, sera un curioso
contrapunto a todo lo tradicional
que alberga Erevan.

Y en el circuito tradicional,
descubro, después de tantas visitas
en las que pasara por sus cercanias
sin saberlo, el museo de Aram
Jachaturian. Y lo descubro porque
el 13 de julio me han invitado a
hablar en la presentacion de ‘Los
armenios en el cine mundial’, una
meticulosa investigacion realizada
durante quince afios por su autor, el
Dr. Artsvi Bakhchinyan (nacido en
1971), filologo y critico de cine, con
casi 700 paginas de excelente
impresion y 100 ilustraciones. Es su
séptimo libro, después de su
‘Figuras de origen armenio’ (1993 y
2002), ‘Napoleon y los armenios’
(2003), ‘Armenia y Escandinavia’
(2003), etc. Aqui figuran desde
Atom Egoyan y Henri Verneuil
hasta las estrellas armenias en los
teleteatros brasilenos y desde
Roubén Mamoulian hasta las
actrices de origen armenio en el
cine porno de los Estados Unidos.

La sala principal del museo, con
capacidad para 120 personas, esta
abarrotada de publico, incluyendo
varios de los directores, actores y
personalidades citados en el texto,
provenientes de Francia,Canada,

Bélgica, Estados Unidos, etc. Se
halla presente la pintora Elizabeth
Davidian-Rombhild, nacida en Iran y

residente en Tailandia, quien ha
llegado a Armenia con su esposo
para una visita de 4 dias, con el
objeto de estar presente; el libro ha
sido publicado con sus auspicios.
Periodistas de una multitud de
canales de TV y un ambiente de
cierta informalidad que cuadra con

Una vez mds, todo
se reduce a la
sempiterna imagen
del vaso de agua.
CEstd a medio llenar
0 a medio vaciar?

la personalidad del autor. Eso si, un
publico demasiado hablador que no
cesara de cuchichear, ni aun durante
las breves exposiciones de los
oradores.

Llego temprano y recorro
brevemente el museo. No es menor
mi placer al advertir de inmediato
quehablaré delante del piano
‘Pleyel’ que el maestro Jachaturian
tocara en 1957 en la casa de la
familia Arzoumanian y que re-
cientemente fuera donado por la
Fundacion ‘Boghds Arzoumanian’.
Una completa explicacion, textos y
fotos alusivas, y la foto de los
benefactores Armén Mezadourian y
Siranush Arzoumanian de Meza-
dourian completan el panorama. El
mundo es un panuelo, y hacer una
aparicion publica en Erevan en este
‘rincén argentino’ trae reminiscen-
cias de tiempos no tan remotos.

Los dos oradores son la Dra.
Knarik Avagyan, investigadora de
la Academia de Ciencias y especial-
ista en la comunidad armenia de los
Estados Unidos, y quien esto
escribe, a quien, ademas de su
interés académico en los armenios
de Latinoamérica, une una vieja
amistad con el autor. También
hacen uso de la palabra el Dr.
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Henrik Bakhchinyan, director del
Museo de Literatura y Arte, cuyo
sello editorial ha publicado el libro,
y el Dr. Bakhtiar Hovagimyan, jefe
de la seccion de teatro del museo.
El analisis, el agradecimiento, el
comentario y los recuerdos, después
de la palabra del autor, se cierran
con un refrescante concierto del
coro de camara ‘Hover’, bajo la
direccion de Sona Hovhannisian,
que con cinco canciones va de Bach
a los Beatles para concluir con una
memorable version de los ‘Canci-
ones danza’ del padre Gomidas, que
no se puede describir a quien no
estuvo alli. Si ustedes recuerdan al
coro masculino que forma parte de
la banda de sonido de ‘Ararat’, de
Atom Egoyan, entonces tienen una
pauta de como suena parte de
‘Hover’. Para el conjunto, me
permito recomendarles sus dos
discos compactos editados en los
Estados Unidos en 2002 y 2003
(www.hoverchoir.com).

Y cada vez que me encuentro
con los intelectuales de mi gen-
eracion, como ese dia y todos los
dias, no puedo dejar de pensar en
que somos nosotros los que alla y
aca y en todas partes tenemos la
posibilidad de cambiar y de
cambiarnos, de hacer y de hacernos
en el proceso. Somos los hijos de un
tiempo de incertidumbres, pero
también de la fe en que hay un
futuro posible.

Este julio es otra vez una
experiencia renovadora, plena de
sol y libros, musica y teatro,
encuentros esperados e inesperados,
noches de diversién y conversacion.

Para quien no ha perdido su
poder de observacion en medio de
este bafio de sensaciones y con-
tradicciones, esto no es suficiente
para disipar las inquietudes por el
presente, pero habra que seguir
confiando, como me ensefiaran hace
quince anos en una Armenia tan
alejada y tan préxima de ésta, en
que “Verje lav gelini” (‘todo estara
bien al final’). ®
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TREQUIFM

And I stood up, as our ancient custom dictates,

To summon peace for my massacred kinsmen’s souls,
For hamlet and town, hill and dale from sea to sea,
Cut down by the thousands, lifeless, torn asunder...

In the crimson flames of Armenia’s inferno, I was on fire,
Burnt, once more, in the bosom of that cold, serene sky,
One by one, I lit the huge candles of Armenia’s peaks,
Masis and Ara, Sipan and Srmants, Nemrut, Tangureq,
And the Holy Lantern on Aragatz, like a distant sun
Over my head, remote, secluded, burning ever bright ...

I stood glaring, alone and firm like Masis itself,

Calling on the doomed souls scattered beyond time,

Beyond Mesopotamia, Assyria, the Sea of the Armens,
Beyond Hellespont, beyond the raging shores of the Pontus.
“Rest in peace, my orphans... sorrow rings hollow, at least...
Man, the cannibal, will long remain a ferocious beast...”

As raging Euphrates on my right, and roaring Tigris on my left
Rushed through yawning chasms, singing Psalms in piercing tones,
Clouds arose from the enormous censer of the Dzirav gorge,
Starting at the Tzaghkants heights of the Armenian Chain,

In fragrant segments, they moved towards far distant points,

To sprinkle pearls, to spread flower scents as incense,

Beyond Mesopotamia, Assyria, and the sea of the Armens,

Beyond Hellespont, beyond the raging shores of the Pontus...

“Rest in peace, my orphans... sorrow rings hollow, at least...
Man, the cannibal, will long remain a ferocious beast...”

1916 Hovhannes Tumanian
Translated by Tatul Sonentz
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ASAN EVENT OF TH: P

T CAN BE SAFELY STATED that, devoid of

memory, the human experience would cease to

exist. That there would be no identity, no history,
no culture, and above all, no language to speak of,
since each word triggers the memory of a particular
experience collectively encountered and defined over
millennia.

Perhaps this is the reason why, throughout history,
rulers consumed with the desire of absolute control
over their fellow men, have resorted to manipulations
of memory by doctoring, or quite simply re-writing,
history. The boundless arrogance of the mighty leads
them to believe that truth, as such, is either irrelevant,
when in conflict with the exercise of unchallenged rule,
or, that it just simply does not exist! Thus, the spiritual
and intellectual pursuit of the Truth, the venerated
“VERITAS”, upheld jealously by all centers of learning
since the dawn of scientific and creative endeavor —
along with History itself — becomes a casualty at the
hands of tyrants accountable only to themselves.

The collective memory of the Armenian people
spans an era of around three millennia. Almost every
great, and not so great, civilization has, in some man-
ner, left its mark on the soil and soul of our nation. We
remember the past through our consciousness of shared
experiences, and face our present problems in a manner
that is based on who we are, on the self-image that our
collective memory has rendered for us. And they are a
multitude — these problems that we have to solve now
as a nation still recovering from dependency, mostly
trying to survive abroad, and struggling at home
against economic and social instability and the atavistic
appetites of predatory neighbors...

Many of our present problems trace their origins to
tragic events of a not-too-distant past, events that we
are now being asked — politely enough, to be sure — to
stop remembering. A coterie, made up of “concerned”
odars and “born-again” Armenians of all shades and col-
ors, for a variety of reasons, keeps wagging a disap-
proving finger at us for having “too long a memory”
for “unpleasant events” better left to historians in the
interests of a “normal” present and a vaguely defined
“brighter” future.

To begin with, this “request” puts the entire respon-
sibility of scrubbing clean the telltale blood stains of a
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monumental crime on the shoulders of the descendents
of the victims. Secondly, it tries to maneuver diplomat-
ically the embarrassing and cumbersome “presence” of
the Genocide — an on-going crime, as long as it re-
mains unattended through stubborn denial and refusal
of proper restitution — into the realm of unresolved
“past events” without the unequivocal stamp of recog-
nition that would legitimize an authenticated page of
world history.

Thus, at a very vulnerable time in their long odys-
sey, the Armenians are being asked to curb their trou-
blesome “long memory” and to forget an event which
—according to the established denial-supported opin-
ion, never really happened in the first place!

It seems that, after persistently ignoring the
screaming truth of an agonizing reality, which the Ar-
menian nation had experienced to the very limits of
total annihilation, this new “concerned” establishment
is trying to relegate our people and their collective
trauma to the never-never land of annual memorials of
anon-event... an “alleged” something, that — according
to the deniers — never occurred , in the first place...

For a long time we were denied the truth, now we
are being robbed of a place in reality itself. This time-
juggling shell-game, designed to deny the Armenian
people their legitimate rights and formal promises
earned during and after the Great War that spawned the
very first genocide of the last century, cannot succeed
because it ignores the present and its realities and in-
sists on dealing with an existing problem as a thing of
the past to be dealt with as a fading manifestation of an
over-stimulated “tribal memory”...

Let us take a good look at where the Armenians
are and why. Let us look at a historic homeland, in the
west, now mostly inhabited by non-Armenians or forc-
ibly Islamized Armenians deprived of their faith and
culture, as a result of a well-documented act of a state-
planned genocide which, as we speak, continues to bear
its bitter fruit by gradually and inexorably assimilating
hundreds of thousands of the descendents of the survi-
vors of the Great Crime — Metz Yeghern — into the soci-
ety and culture that willingly and maliciously executed
the death sentence of 1915, decreed by a criminal Otto-
man government. Are the Armenians willing and ready
to relegate this on-going genocide of their ethnicity to



the realm of “ancient history”? If they refuse, they will
surely be accused of being obsessed by “events that
took place in the past” by the very people who express
concern for our present and future.

In Artsakh, historically and culturally Armenian
since time immemorial, a proud and freedom-loving
people is being asked to submit to the rule of a neigh-
bor whose entire history as a “nation” — amounting
to... 87 years, all told — has been devoted to the de-
struction of the present Armenian state, whose already
brutally truncated territory they now call “Western Az-
erbaijan”... Should the Armenian people accept such a
“final solution” designed to bring them the peace of the
graveyard in the Caucasus?

And finally, the Diaspora, spread from Russia to
the remotest corners of the earth; over six million Ar-
menians, forced into exile, scattered to the four corners
of the world, where alien environments diminish their
chances of survival as culturally distinct minorities in-
exorably forced into the mainstream.

Present day Turkey, obvious heir to the Ottoman
Empire, continues to enjoy the ill-gotten bounty left to
her by her genocidal predecessor — whose imperial ap-
petites for her neighbors’ historic patrimony she has
yet to disavow — today tries to buy her way into the
European Union, with lures of lucrative contracts for
globalized “European” corporations... while still deny-
ing the veracity of the first genocidal ethnic cleansing
of the 20™ century with its over three million Arme-
nian, Greek and Assyrian victims...

As we can see, on this 90" anniversary year of the
Metz Yeghern — the Great Crime — what we, and the
rest of the world, are being coerced to regard and ac-
cept as the past, is, in truth, the present, here and now,
affecting and threatening the future with more of the
same chauvinistic appetites that led to the first geno-
cide of the 20" century ninety years ago... In essence,
what we are being asked to forget is our present...

As the saying goes, those who forget the past are
condemned to repeat their mistakes; what is to be said
of those who mistake the present for the past and erase
it from their memory? What kind of a future — if any -
could be in store for them? ®

TELL US
WHAT TO DO

What'’s going on here?
Spare the song and dance!
We're lost in these woods
And need some guidance!

Surrounded by trees,

No one to show the way,
Things are getting rough!
We have gone astray...

It's darker than black,
Which way to daylight?
The stars no longer guide,
Retiring for the night.

So, who's to guide us?
Whom shall we trust...
Stuck on this trail,

We shall turn to dust!

Let’s ask a thornbush!
What does it say?
Being in no rush,

It tells us to stay.

Shall we ask the wind?
No! The wind is shifty!

It can push and shove us
To where we shouldn’t be.

Let us stand together,
Let us not retreat,

Till we find a stream
And proceed with it.

Let’s go with its flow,
For it tells no lies,
Wherever it may lead,
Kinfolk will greet us.

HAMO SAHYAN
1961
Translated by Tatul Sonentz




Nyree Derderian

e travel around the world — on vacation or
business — not knowing when we may meet
an Armenian in another part of the world,

and when we do, we wonder what kind of reaction and
rapport to expect. The ARS has made those encounters
quite easy. The Society spreads over 24 countries, from
East to West, North to South, providing its membership
and countless supporters with a common bond based on
shared concerns and hopes to assess and discuss, to
commiserate or rejoice in a warm circle of together-
ness...

During the month of October, 2004, I was privi-
leged to accompany my mother, a member of the ARS
Central Executive, to Sydney, Australia. Excited and
somewhat nervous, we arrived in Sydney from Los An-
geles, to be greeted by a large number of ungerouhies
who were as curious about us as we were of them.
Throughout our 13 hour flight, I was wondering how
we would recognize one another. I asked my mother
how would we recognize those who would come to
greet us? She assured me we will know. She was cor-
rect, as usual. They knew who we were and greeted us
with greetings of joy and smiling faces. It simply amaz-
es me, to this day, that bond that pulls all ARS unger-
ouhis together...

We speak of all the good that the ARS does for the
Armenian communities around the world and yet we
forget the personal pleasure of meeting another ARS
member from another part of world — which is a shame
— because it is truly a special moment, that first en-
counter with a fellow ARS member, someone with
whom you are connected with a very special bond. In
reality, being a member of the ARS is not only a privi-
lege, but it is also a lifetime adventure.
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The adventure of meeting new people, seeing a
new country and becoming adapted to yet another as-
pect of the Armenian Relief Society is all part of it, but
let’s not forget the contribution that the Society brings
to those in need. ARS/Australia is busy caring for its
community as well as extending a helping hand to our
Homeland.

Ungh. Hasmig Derderian, Vice Chairperson of the
ARS Central Executive, is also the representative as-
signed by that body to ARS/Australia; the purpose of
her visit was to review their activities and to attend the
regional Convention, as an advisor.

Australia does not have a very large Armenian
Population, but the population that it does have is very
involved with Armenian Community life and has creat-
ed a “little Armenia”, as William Saroyan, so percep-
tively said many years ago.

Currently, ARS/Australia is home to 3 chapters:
the Sydney “Soseh” Chapter, the Melbourne “Nairy”
Chapter, and the Fairfield “Arax” chapter. The region
has already made progress by creating its 4th Chapter,
which will be geared specifically to attract young Ar-
menian professionals and young mothers. The Region-
al Executive headquarters are based in Willoughby, a
highly Armenian Populated suburb just minutes away
from Central Sydney. The Region is very involved
within its own community, being a major supporter of
the Local Armenian School, the Hamazkaine Arshak
and Sophie Galstaun School, which is ranked as the one
of the top private schools in New South Wales. The
Sydney “Soseh” Chapter owns and directs a day care/
preschool, where children of all races, alongside Arme-
nians, attend on a daily basis and are able to learn basic
skills and more preparing for the next stage in their



Nyree Derderian, Gladis Berejiklian and Ungh. Hasmig Derderian
on the roof of Parliament besides the Armenian Genocide Memorial

young lives. We had the privilege to visit and spend a
morning with these amazing kids who entertained us
with their stories, songs and dance. They sang Arme-
nian songs, Australian Songs and songs that English
speaking children all around the world sing.

The Convention took place on Saturday, Oct 16
through Sunday, Oct. 17. There were 15 delegates and
the largest number of observers ever present. Though it
seemed that, due to the small number of delegates, the
meeting would not be intense, it was, because of the
topics being discussed. The Convention Agenda went
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smoothly, in the exchange of ideas, the ungerouhis
learned a lot from the Central Executive Representa-
tive — as did the Central Executive member, herself.

One of the most important issues to arise from the
discussions during the meeting was the recruitment of
youth to energize the ranks of the ARS with new blood.
In my short but intensive involvement with the ARS,
this emerges as a concern which worries a large num-
ber of the ARS community. The simple solution to this
problem is for all ARS members to encourage daugh-
ters, daughters-in-law, sisters or friends that are not in-
volved, to attend an ARS function, so that they may see
all the good that the ARS does. The other option is to
create a chapter solely for younger members, so that
they may easily identify and cooperate with one anoth-
er in their collective efforts to be helpful to the Arme-
nian Community.

The entire trip was not solely business: Saturday
night of the Convention, we had the opportunity to in-
teract socially with the ungerouhis at a Persian Restau-
rant in the Suburb of Lane Cove. We were entertained
by an Armenian singer, in excellent company.

The Regional Executive had arranged for ungh.
Hasmig to be interviewed by the local Armenian Radio
Hour “Sardarabad” and SBS, they asked her to present
the ARS to the people of Sydney, and discuss some of
the programs that the ARS is presently implementing —
especially the ARS Sponsor-A-Child Program, in
which the Australian Region has been an active partici-
pant for over a decade. The sponsorship program was
established by the ARS, Inc. Central Executive to help
Children in Armenia who have been orphaned during
the Earthquake and the War for the independence of
Nagorno Karabagh.

The Week after the Convention, we were given the
opportunity to visit with Sydney’s major philanthropist
and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Arshak and Sophie Galstaun;
they are the major contributors to the local Armenian
School in Sydney and, in a symbolic way, are the
grandparents of all the students that attend that school.
After our visit with the Galstauns we had the opportu-
nity to visit the Hamazkain Arshak and Sophie Gal-
staun School.

The property size of the school was impressive; the
possibilities that exist for expansion are extensive. The
students were into their own world, busy with their dai-
ly routine of learning, playing and having a good time.
We toured the campus and many of its facilities includ-
ing the ARS Central Executive sponsored computer
lab. The ARS of Australia is very active in supporting
the school monetarily and with volunteer man-power.
Currently the school houses 330 students from Kinder-
garten to 12" grade.

We also had the opportunities to visit with the local
chapters. On Monday evening, the Sydney “Soseh”

Delegates and observers at the ARS Australia Regional Convention
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were approximately 70 ungherouhis present. The chap-
ter asked me to present a brief introduction of Roberts
Rules of Order. The ugherouhis had prepared a light
meal and were given the opportunity to mingle with
the Vice-Chair of the Central Executive on a more per-
sonal level.

The Following evening, we visited the “Arax” Fair-
field chapter where, once again, the local membership
had the opportunity to mingle with ungh. Hasmig and I
was asked to give a presentation on Roberts Rules of
Order as well. They too had prepared a light meal and
were able to mingle on a more personal basis with the
Vice-Chairperson.

On Friday prior to the Convention, the Regional
Executive and members from chapters accompanied
my mother and I on a tour of Central Sydney, in
particular the Harbor and the docks. One of the ung-
herouhis arranged for a visit with Gladys Berejiklian,

a Member of the New South Wales Pariament, repre-
senting Willoughby. Gladys gave us a tour of the Par-
liament building and showed us the monument dedicat-
ed to the Armenian Genocide, located on the 9* floor
of the building. She then invited us to attend a function
that was to take place on Wednesday — a kick off to a
committee being formed under the auspices of the
NSW Parliament emphasizing the Armenian Genocide.
While visiting in her office, ungh. Hasmig, moved by
the reality of seeing a young ARS member in such a
prestigious position, presented ungh. Gladys with her
own ARS pin. Gladys, in turn surprised and touched,
accepted the pin vowing to wear and cherish it.

On Wednesday evening, we attended the kick-off
for the Committee, which was very interesting, as one
had the chance to see how different levels of govern-
ment work in different countries. Thursday, early
morning, we boarded a flight to Melbourne to visit
with the “Nairy” Chapter. We were greeted at the air-
port by the Regional Executive member from Mel-
bourne and were taken to breakfast where members of
the Executive were present. Later in the day we went to
the Armenian Center to visit with the chapter. After the
meeting we had the pleasure of meeting with Harutiun
Matheossian and his sister Sonia Serpouhie Ma-
theossian. Mr. Matheossian, having read the advertise-
ment in regards to the construction of the ARS
Akhourian birthing center in Armenia, had contacted
the Regional Executive for some further information.
Since ungh. Hasmig was planning a trip to Melbourne,
the Regional Executive arranged a meeting with Mr.
Matheossian. ungh. Derderian, along with members of
the Regional Executive, met with Mr. Matheossian and
his sister. Ungh Hasmig provided extensive informa-
tion on the birthing center, including a recent video
taken while she was in Armenia, weeks earlier. Mr Ma-
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Ungh. Hasmig Derderian pinning her ARS pin
on Ungh. Gladys Berejiklian, member of Parliament

theossian, pleased with the information presented to
him, decided to become the sponsor of the operating
room with a $60,000 (84,000 AUD) donation, which
will be used to purchase the necessary medical equip-
ment that will help save lives of newborn babies in Ar-
menia. Ms Matheosian, moved by her sibling’s
gesture,decided to take on the sponsorship with a dona-
tion of $3000.00, to furnish two physicians’ rooms.

We returned to Sydney the following morning. For
those of you, who may have wandered all the way to
Australia, did you actually see a kangaroo or a koala?
We did! On Friday, when the work was coming to an
end — between rain storms — we were lucky enough
not only see, but pet a koala and a kangaroo, while
feeding them.

I would like to thank the ARS of Australia for
their hospitality and warmth in making our visit to
Australia a memorable one.

Saturday Evening, the Regional Executive had
organized a farewell party for us. It was quite emo-
tional; to think that, in just 10 days, you can develop
a bond with people you had never met before, or
thought of. Saying hello is very simple, it’s when you
get to the farewells that it becomes difficult. The Ar-
menian Relief Society is a family scattered all over
the world. It is amazing the weight this organization
carries on its shoulders; not only is it concerned in
assisting the Armenian people, preserving its identity
and heritage, it is also a place for women from all
over the world — with a variety of backgrounds — to
meet each other and keep the ever extended, global
Armenian family together. Simply put: the ARS is an
adventure to last a lifetime. ®



April 24

Mother of mine,
Sweet and innocent martyr,
Last night, I dreamt again of those black days of April...

The days of Genocide, charred into my heart,
Remain smoldering to this day;
Those terrible days you endured,
You, martyred mothers of Armenia...

Once again, I cringe in pain, pursued by black shadows in my nightmares,
As I hear your heart-rending pleas
That still echo in my ears...

1 still see the scorching horrors and atrocities
In the barren desert of Der Zor,
The butchered, dismembered bodies of my people;
1 still see desperate mothers pressing dead newborn
To their milkless breasts...

Should our children forget these horrors,
May the world look upon them with disdain and contempt...

Alas, mother, I remember so much more...
A Turk,
More of a beast than a man,
Breaking loose from the pack of wolves and giving chase to the women,
Caught you and dragged you away from your children;
My poor mother,
You knelt before him and begged him to spare you:
“For the love of God, let me go, my children will not survive my death...”

The beast warned you, that should you not comply and go with him,
He would kill your children, one after the other
And drink their blood to quench his thirst.
Your pleas fell on deaf ears --
You were dragged off to the Calvary, where mothers and virgins in thousands
Were martyred by Turkish wolf-packs...

Should our children forget the horrors...

An octogenarian, today, I renew my vow never to forget you...
Never!
Until the sun rises, once again, over our blessed lands,
Until the waters of the Euphrates turn blue again,
Until Ararat, the guardian of our lands,
Frees itself from its chains of bondage
Once again...

Only then, will you be able to sleep in peace, my mother.

MALVINE HANDJIAN
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Unbiw 8nihwbittubw

uwl Utiyptidptip, 2002: Ywpabiw) <wjuupub

th, nupatw; Shdtinbwlwpbpn: 1915-h Bntnbh
Jnpuynpnnn, qubqbwd Shdtinhwwptipnh pupanib-
phb, puptinkh dwnwgnuiny wpnunpniphib §p yuhwb-
okn tinloph m Gpyph pEpbpth, jutmb JEyniytu dhihnb
whwwmp gnhbipnt, jubnit wphnwphwgnht Ubwgnpnw-
ght, juinit <wywupuih pupapuduwinuiht punwd
hwmnmptwd jnpnpuyht nt winbig pniwd pnjnp Yn-
nnuupbbpni...

WJED pwb Onyhlb Ep: Luwpugud (pniphibp nintinu
Up dpSwhwpkp’ dnypubph m guunudh ppnhhenyg:

G fuwhwy i’ ninnnihd dtppbwjwnpyhb pugniwd jniy-
pwbqunubp:

Swpulny tr pdwpubinpmptiwdp gnigunpmpbub
nnmwd hptipp (wupltipbitp, pwupgpiqbtp, wpdwbotp,
wnnitiuyph gnpdbip, gpnuphibbbp, qupdwub thwu-
uipnipln, dwpljuyhl qubltp, nunpbtp), plupne-
Phth wnpnn Yhuwdinip upwhhb ke, jntuwdinuptinny
fuwswati pugnuwdpbbpth ttipfunidnn (nuuwpawyne-
uny $nudnnph tdwd Yn thwythl, ywuwhp hulynudh Yybpw-
otny, hul bpudopmptiub dwjiwuthonuing wunpu-
nwgh...

Muwh vp wybyku pnitigue hodh, np dEYmyku vh-
1hnt gnhtipp hnt th hunwpnuwd i hngng hwbitiiny
Un thuthuwyht mjubghu, np hptiig hnghbitipp, ntintitu
Pwthwnwlwb, Yp opehlt wmupubnujubd hnybpnt pict-
nny te hwbighuyp whh squpob, dhogt jupbbwb hy-
Ot hpthguk funuwd hnntipn ...

Fonuipp hudpwpwy) i phpwiwp’ pouwd pugunp-
pniphibtinpn mbyonpbny, duptyny, wwntiny, wp-
uunthny... Lupbpu wpugqugnigh' hipghtipu nnipu
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Otaptin ti pReNLwdhb 2bskint wpypponwbpny:

Upwhh tipht, dmph-injuh Jupwgnypp hnptjniu,
nkd jminhdwb Guwy wnwbahb yupmwbtnubbtipn
Upwy gtiptinniwd ytig ujhhtipni, npniip dhinntth thn-
huwb hnnny (igmuwd Eht’ pipniwd Wpbindypuwhwjuu-
uibh pnbwgpuiniwd Ytg hwywpbwly bwhwbgbbpkd’
Enpgnnud, dwb, Uipwuyphw (Upduq), Mhpeihu, lownp-
ptipn, Shwpwkphp: Anpnph wy pnunpuigny the
ndqnjb t Uniq bpwbqitipny: Wpntop dnigp wkp’
wphil Ghpddwd bp, pdgnyp’ imw’q: Uwljwyl, yuyphb
Upwy widpugnud puppkql m gmgupuupulp yp
JYuytht, np pnnph wy Gnjopwd wphil pdwd bo,
hnptibg hwpuquip quiuwjobpn wpheon...

Snigunpupnpuyh Yhtwlugpniphip i pubp pt
dh'wyb ytipnjhotiwyg ytig whwbqiutipkt nghguugniwd
Jud pinwhwiniwd tho 1,072,200 hwytin: Epgpnudp
nwd kp 213,500 hwy, Jwip' 196,500, Ukpuuphwi
208,200, Mhpihup 164,000, fowppbpgp 169,000,
Shwputphpp™ 121,000:

Wnwih] Wpbnippbwd Wowpnihwytd® 344,800 huyy,
Uhihyhwyth te <pruhuwh@ Uniphuyta 239,000, Gipn-
wulwb @npphuytd’ 31,000, Spuyhgnh bwhwbghd
58,390: Qnidwp 673,190: Chnhwlmp gnidwp’
1,745,390 hwyjtin:

Snipupdwbhb tdwb pupugwd dbhwgh, dhbstie np
qhu Juuitig wjt dhppp, pE lowpptipnh pon up hnnth
wktpp L uppnnibig dp dopu yrubthd, npuytu hp dtbnw-
Juwyp huyptitthptt pipnuwd pwjwuwd, Yawbp dp
wupnng jupoyupupk Ynypyrugnn hp upyph ungp
utinutynt...

Uhnpyuu ujuue wijubnd yaipnihtiy, wgptinu ynuyn-



phgwb, dwpdhbu Yp nmnnup: bul] qunuihwpp stp Gw-
hwbgtin: Lonhwljunwlp untijh njd Yp uwipubwp, wkh
I’ngtitnpnikp tie wnbijh Ubkd puthng ghu Yp dnkp dhyppu
gnpdwnptine: Wptipu nuipamgh ntwh hulhs ophnpnp,
Unbwyp ntwh hodh tp: Uehpp jupdwn bp, onpou
dwpn-dupnuuwbp squp: npaniptiwb dunpbnbny,
doyptigwy lvupptinnh ujhhht ni akppu ipjuinptigh...
puyg pbnnuyp Jubq wnh:

Unwig wppoblnptiwh Junbih skn: bul wpypobnt-
phtb fulinptip Yptwp Jyuwbquinp prrug: Gpowgh
dtipdnipy: 8tipng p’Gs... Wyu wnhep wpntop Yp
ynpyom ... dwypu Yp vyuutp... dudwbwl bt p uyw-
ubini...: Lwhipipbkgh vtipdnipy pwb gnnbwg dkquk
gnngniwd hnnp: Lnjihul Gk wihlunp wightp, dopu
uhpyip whph YYuytp, b gmgh pupwd hnnu gjjuntu
guaikp...

“Hhutigh ppwihehe ophnpnhb te pugupptigh
Jugniphiip: <wuljgu, uptilgtigu, dopu 95 ypunt-
Jub punid qupdugun b puwe.-

«Ngh'ts, Ytipgptp wpwq ti, wnwbg nipwnpniphil
hpunhptiym atip Ypwy, htinwgtp»:

bul htip dwpdiny oponitigut hwljunwly ninnni-
phwlp’ hp dbnuulgmphiip ponupltne Guyunpulju:
Upphu dke ns dbinp Jup, n’s dtinuinp, n’s w dhnuw-
Uhg: bwp pwph Guywyuly, puptignpd hngh te pupt-
qnpdwyhg, huly @npnbpngh ke wyu pwphphl wpdw-
Uh pwph dwyphlu...

(wpyhbwlhu vty Spwpniwd upypnnibg vp hnnp,
stid ghiptip hGgn™, thnfuwbwly atinbwwuwyniuwyhu ke
nbtint, nph dngu m wuphswbbtpkh wpuwgquyuq
pupdpwguy jnipupdwbdhb vwpwhwppen:

8udniptiwb i funnyph qqugnuditip Yp jniqtht
wipnne tniphilu: B’Os whph pth wyu hnnny: Uwynpp-
Uh"u qruyh, np 20pwithtp, hnyinyrup mehwdpbukp, pL
wwhth, np dwhnwb opp wthwyptithp hp wehioht
huwnbkth... Ffupulud dipptinu nigtigh it G uuwy
Ytnpntwbw] npuwub wjh hwingnudht Yypuwy, np
Uwyp <nnp, dtp dnght ky, pk dkbp hn dnghl ty,
wbgtipmqubgtih nyd £, upubthmptwb thwohuhp,
dhuhpwnpwip, jnju, wnopp nt yuwhwywbwly: bpun
anymuwd Jhbnuih i Yabuunpm bohuwph...

Snmpwlnpnnh dpqpudwn pngh Juiuwpnubpny
hiwymwd” wdpnne dwpddng Y uypth: Gupdkp bpuy-
btipniu Ukekh hpwhbinniy hnukp, hwjunw] np tnubw-
Un qny kp e wptip” wiyudwdly: Wahuulud, dSwnljud
hwyptithphu hnnp nipphu puy nt Ynpuniwd hwyyptibh-
phu hnnh wynmbgp upphu, whiph hphgmih wewbg
unfupwiwnt, whiph hwkth’ wpwig uyuenbne...

uwl puph wpwye Jwjpu pipwd th <wjwugub:

Glwd tp winnuibitipniu gnhwugnid qpupnt hw-
dwpn: M dkbp tpympny Jubqbwd thip 6h'on wyuptn,
thnibp Up dwnhl qptinwd thop, dnLll up wnopp p-
nwd, n Wwypu pnppnpwd hughnywd Ep wihdtwg
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pppht, pubin’

«Gn1l pwl npnh pnipp... hiynt wjuybu ghp n gub
nnhp Ukq: bognt hhdw dktp Wpwpuh tpynt whbpnia
spruyhbp, Wnwpwiph Gpyne Ynnbpneb... hosnt dbp
dtintitipnt gtipiquubht dnd gqunthbp, funmay
sOfuthbp...: Qubtnubwu, wnghju, wuhuw hd hwyptbhpu
st: b hwyptbhpu owppbipnb t, nip ub gwybpniu
wthLbbbpp, nip Jub dwbynptwbu pungn jhpupuy-
Otipp: Wyu hnnp hidh pwb dp sputip: <nnht htip wkpp
E uptibwu puoupy tiv whinp upiph quipyp uty... Gpubh
L hdh hn'i putithp, Wpwpuwiph dphiu Ynndp: ULY
wbqud dhwyb dbip wwngwjh (wupgptq) pRLthh
dwgqgth, dtinpuwhwd penipp popnith, niphp pwb sth
nigtin: Wikl ghptip Gpuqitipnu hn't Gu»:

Lnin th: P’aswtbu Yphwygh dtnunply juting dwypu:
Uwbyniehibp hmght pnnpnowd, pnipph bwupunuihb
hwpnuwdp hpwd En giiuni: Appwingbtipnt Uk thwy-
thwywd bp wupuwbtniphiop, Stp-Qoph wmbwwunph
unwqbbpnmb Ypuy dSwnljtignigud Ep tpppuuwpnnphe-
Op, nip, witith nip, Gthpunpht gnh pniwd Ep hp wnebb-
Up 12-wdbwy tnpwjpu, hd dtmbnktu 4-5 unthu wnwy:

Wspu pugwd b’ dopu winbiljunip nnpp wjubshu
niL wnh wpgnibpp wyyphu: Puyg, dhiske wyuop, jhonnnt-
ptwbu Uty untijh nidtn Yp hisk hp dSttnuyuyp <nnk
ghinp squptwy ptuttpne whunuwbpp, pwb quuyhb
Ynpniuph nnpp: Uh gnigk huyptithpp w)jb E, qnp
Unpubtigbityt ytipg wytivu nghig nithu Ynpubgbtijhp...

Uhiwuwd th: Wyu huyptithpp hpt hwdwp pupgt-
qh Ypwy pbin Uplb Ep’ gtintighyy, hhwwih, puyg hp hwy-
nkbhpp stp: Pp huyptbhpp ho't Ep, nup hwdhny dwip-
qugtphbitipp onjwd thb hp bippwbbtipn, thneb m
pupuulp dSwlydwd thi npptipp, nt juu-upihp w-
nphiip quplpwd tp wpphb dke, wuwpwpypugtp bp hn-
nn, hwuwy bEwd tp gnpth hwulyp, jnpnwd Ep nuljh
huwphyp, (Egnigwd tp oypidwpubbtipp, GwpGuud tp
enihph pngp:

bip Gpuqud Ep op up wbwywydiwh Yhpununug
fowpptinn, hwypttth ghinh wptiiny wpptittwyny, htipbw-
Pwjhb jtinbtinnt tit hnhnpbtipnt yuwhrwpnubph ke
Unpunitijnt, vwnbwnphipbipn wtdwhwjuwb pnipny
wuyuwlp jughgbbnt b yquuytbwuwb b pnbph
onpeLh wynyniwd pupd hwgh pnipdnibpny ghtingiw-
nt...

npnieo Ytipunwnbwtu tptip op Ytipg wyghitigh
dwjphihu tie hptib tpluiptigh pwihtwyhb dky
opwnniwd wynnioig up hnnn.
— Stu, dw, hiiy pipwd td phigh <wywugubti:
—Phg:
—<n...
— Eh, <wywugpubh hnnp f’os whyph pobd - puun
ni thnpphly dpwpp hdh tpuptig:
— <wywuypubth hnn sk, dw, owppbpnh hnn E:
Quyb shwlitig: Ns vk hwugntignighid nbtigun:



Eptith niglig juwdn dwpuby:

— 2tu hunupwn:

— [Ys: vwpptinnh hnnp <wjwuypwb s gnpd nibh:
Mpyt ptiphp:

— <wjuuypubth, Shdotinhwlwptipnh pubqupuak:

— P’ £, pubqupuip hn'n Yp pwdithb:

—<nn sth pwditip: Uptiudypuhwywupubh Jtg
hwjywpbwl bwhwbqbtpth dJEquljub pnin hnn gnigun-
nmiptwl npwd thi:

—%Ynil wy gnngup wipnioy: Wo, skl nughip...

— MEyp stinuue np gnnwd: loanptgh, pnith:

— Shonp put, Un'iw, hdh dp' ppwpbn:

— bbgn"t whiph fpwptid, dwd: bognt hwiwypp skiu
nudwytp puwdhu: Epp phiq prwpwd bud:

(et dwyhwy vp nipmwugdtightt guipwd opphtpp:
(Gupyhtialyp hptir dkogh: Uwyp thnphhtr pupjutig,
putig wspbpnib 1 puwt.-

«@uw'np pliq, SED, nifuyu Juipuiptighp: Gpbip
onnitwl ondu pwlwnt hwdwp wkypp Ep bwhe hwnnp-
nniphil webth, jtying pbpwbu hwg ni gnip noth: Ghw'
hu unipp hwnnpnnihibu...»:

“nnnnugnn ni nupnup dupbtipny hwght Ypgun
hnnh pwbh dp thopwbp (tigniht hwugty tie Yny qpuy
thnpati;: Pwyg pipwbp thwyyph wiu snp b, ;npantip
squp, np uiptibwp Yt @opwibipp Ynynpnp dlwg, m
uluuw 2hswhtind prwnt wuphtwd hwquy:

Qtinpu m nippu hpwp wigwd: Wyu p’os wunpuhb-
guwi: Solp phlint \ptin wisp whiph hwbkh: Uwypu Yp
hutinnnikp... Quiybip dwptigut, wsptinp wytwjuwyhiok-
nth nnupu haub, n wntpuwuwb hwyttwgpny hudh
fwytigut hnnht dpwipp wihhb Uk uninip ubnwd...

Qnip hwugnigh, Ynbmp puthwhwntigh, ujuun
nupatiw hwquy, jiypny judwg-judwg uljuun pnj;
olsti nu hipghtipht quii: Gpp hwinupptigue nu
hwbquipugu, ujuun yunpdty, pL htsytu hp dwypb wy
whph futinpnitp’ niph funuyugniwd mpug dp hpw-
qnpdtint h fulinhp: Canhwpting qhiip’

— Pwyjg, dwd, hiyn tiptip op dnd pniwd thp: b
wyu puphphn hoswtu ywhiph nhdwiwu dSndwywhni-
phwbh: Wh wy dky op sk, tipym sk, tpk'p op: dupuh b
gnip wy shudtighp...

— (Y5 9nip, n's Unip:

— (wbuhnbh ntnn wy swnhp tpbp on:

—00s:

— Quptih sk, dwiw, ipbhuwy stiu: Lwbh whqud
ptigh puguppwd b, np bk enip shudtiu, dwpdhbn Yp
opwqnynth, Gt Gphludnibpbbpn st wohuwnhp: Utin-
Ghip thpynipid §'pppwy, puyg Yptuu gitintihy, tpiu’p
puptip ni punwyhy: Bog wy pppwy npugupung,
wulk ytipe wuw bl nipugptip U’ funugpuiiup Wuypnidnyg,
utnptd, dwid...

— [Ys 4p dtnbhd, n’s wy Yp hhowbnuowd, nnib
wbhng tinhp: Quipniwd dhoyp oqlwd £ hudh, hhiw wy
oqlitig, wult Yytinel wy §’oqhk: Qunidony qopniphip
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Uhd | bpk hwiwpubp bptib...

— Uud, judwnniphil 0p' pbtip:

— Bu judwn std, hwuypupudhg Gu:

— Wiupth £ plq thnjuby... yepgwgitiip: <pdw
hidh put pE hbsn™ tiptip op dnd pnitghp:

<wipgnidu pnnpnyhb gubipne pwiny, ujuun yungp-
uti] hp dop Jupuipwd nithupph dwuhb:

«Quipnnh wh nt vwpuuthh optipni En: Lt ghinp
wquhyitipp thanngp Yp uEdwyht' hpwpn htap fuw-
nuiny, Ynnitiiny, hwoypnibny, pwyg wyn wdipwb, dwj-
ntinp bk nnipu sEht aghip bpthuwbtipp, npnyhtigptio
wuypuwhwlwb npbilk wwhn stgpkpdtbtipp (nugphyuwit)
Y quyhl n'y uip-ghwip Yp hwrwptht Yp pubthis:

«Jn onn, ypup wiwnbwyht tiptiyny Unb tp: Yhok-
np iwght weoptiwy gnpdtipny qpunwd thb, huy
dtilip plwpwpw wsptipny pulp buypud thip: 8wi-
Jund nmop nudny pwltightt: Unuyht uwuwuwinpb tp,
tljwd tp qqnipwgitiinig, np Epkpdtitipp nip Gb, nip
still Yn hwuttht: Unwb (nip wpwd Ep, owbpdb wy
Jubabwpuwpwd, np nnbwpu tppwbp ywhnipptnt hw-
dwp»:

«UInwehl mbiqu sk, np dwh wqnupunniphil
Un uypubwhtip: WAk pwb Gnwd ptinp agtightp, 16
hnghny Juqitijuwq hwuwbp nniwhu (wwywpubp) tio
Upuiblp jupnuibngn: Snibskphu ppiwd wipnne
dwnputny wiywyppuguip jupnh nkqtipnil uke»:

«Utip ghinh wnuittint ni jpwtipdttinn phb pnipp
thb, puyg s wupmudwywju b puptuhpyp Ehb:
Gptitwuyk, wyu dwpnhy h~bs UEd Jypubq wsptintht
wnwd thb vtgh quoypwubnighth wnwewnybny,
npnyhtipbe yunwuwnpniphiop hpnupu hwows tp,
tie dmbtiphyotipp Y opokht thnnngutipni ke, juyyuw-
nwptny et nY np thnpat Yhwenip (hwy) wwhtiy hp
b ity wwiphdp uhuwnwi whph prpwy: <wiupu’,
hptiig plinphht tp, np dtip ghinth gptipt dwpn utoy-
phtp (wpunp) squg: Gpynt hwphip hwy phwlhstbptt
pnpnpp wquiptigul, pugh dunph Ypwy hwininn puih
un hnght: Uhiwy shwuljwu ghu: @nipptipnt widwpn-
Luyhh wpwppp spibinugtly sk tyupuju: Mbipne -
rhebl tp, np h gnpd pue <wyjujub Qupnp: dnnn-
ynipnp whuwinp yuphdh ugquntwihpht puayy, judwpa
hujunwl hp uipht, gnpowlgtigun juouwnn-
phwd htup hp Guoh thpytgnt hwdwnp... Spdwpgneeh-
Op std Ypbwp nupuwbiwg, hngh whph pud ne Qupnion;g
nuypuupuihh wnwy Jubqbhu»:

«2tipupbd, Ytu dwd typp tnjb npquiwptiunpn
(uyuwuwinp) Guwt pubne, np wwywhny tp nnipu quay,
Stnptpdtitipp dtyowd ths:

«8wnnh thnphth futinnnitiny, hwquyny-thnpquny
nnipu btptightip dkbp dtiq: Uwypu atinptipp nkwh bp-
Yhtp pwpdpwgnig, Qugpnidny ptnphwljuniphid juygp-
titig’ wju whqud wy ubq thpybnid hudwp, jipng dypun
wnujht te fuwbpdho doy bpuugpughypmphid jujg-
Ot nt oinphnuwd yuypuyupuwtht hwdwps:



«Udnubbpb nt pwbpdbtipnp Yp uhpkhtt ne Yp junp-
gtht dwypu: Wonmbp Migm b (Epupuhwuwly) Woathy
npwo Eh, quupnpnobnt hwdwn dhiu Gpyne Qabhyob-
nk, npnbgdl JEyp Cwpw (utn) Wabhyb bp, dhoup'

N nuuw (Qupdwhwuwl) Qabhyp: Uwypu pupdpuwhw-
uwl b ginkighY Yht Ep, wyp dJwpnn puannibn gliwdp,
wiwpumptuwdp m swppuoniptwdp... <uypu tbinwd
tp, snpu tipiluwtitinne hnquidniphibop hp Ypwy dbwgud
tp: Unwbtpp hodh hminty w) dwubunp pljupnt-
Phil ntbkht: Wonitu Ywiph (quipuinnp) <w;jlubinigg
npwd Lhb, Sodwppwiuou tit wpnupuinuiy prjuniu
hudwip»:

—Unptt hiipqhtipn gnytighp hw'...

— bPpwwimphiop puh, htptwgnyniphib spph:

— Whpnipy: 8tapn’y....

«3wbjund dwdwb bjunptig, np Jwpnnihh pnjpu
squip: Gy nupdwbp, junphbny np jupnubngp dbw-
gud Ypluwy prrwy: Wohyw phs dp Jujulnyg bp, tplsng
n1 vwljunwjuou: Swubnpbiptip puptub Ep, Gpkgn,
pwjg vhoyn dwdwghb thbokh juuniwd: Qoyk squptiuy
pudbnitiynt hwdwp wy nunpng tnythuy sqbwmg, ns wy
gnb-Juprpug unpdtigue: Gup pwph tp o pnpnphu
ouypiudp hnquodnt: bp hwwwwnytind Ep @uwdwn
pnjnu, hpdk Gpynt qrwnpnt thnpn, hbadk Gplne qrupm
utio, np punp Yenmuwqub Ep ni juinpuywnngyg: Uwdwyht
nt pninphu hnght Yp hwokp: Ywyypngth yipununbuwk
ybpg pnmbip Ypuwly Yp dgkp: Aninpu hp pnipg wihiph
nunbwjhbp, npnyhtaptie hp nupng qugtin nt jnqutin
tn, huly utibp pnibp dbwgtin nt hwbghug ppbip:
Ynyutipp Wieniil bp, huuub nuyh, pE qtupny, pt
phunnpniptiwdp: <opu Ywhniptk pwbh dp wdhu Ytipg
dthwd tp: buadk snpu ypupme thnpp tp, npnghtipta tp-
Yniphu dhebi unuy dp knwd £ Nwqupnup, np snpu
puptuiht dtnwd L thnphwpnipbiwdp: Uwdwu tip-
Uynt qpuphtt wbqud dp quuuwl niitigwd £: Oipp hunp,
npnigdk wpwehl bptipp” Nwquipnu, Wipm, Jwpnhy
b Jpehl ypnui’ wqupnup dhnwd b, snpuu wyypud
Lilip»:

«8wprubngp b nu Ypwy pphip, squpubp:
Jwpnhly, dwpnhly'... dwyb pmhbp, Twpnhlp squp:
“Ynin-npugh hwpgnuthnpatighbp, stht ptiuvwd: Gpp vne-
[Pp Ynfubig, m hpdk jmp gwnhbp, wy juuluwd swp, np
SEUtpdtitipp pupwd Go: Awyg pE nipyt te fosytu,
wntindniwd Ep»:

«Uwjpu dwqtinp Yp thtynpkp, Ynipdpp Yp d6dtp,
hn htiyaup - bupniu, wh bunpm’u (Guqu), dwp-
nhu, wnytYu (wnninpu)... Uklp hpwpn Ynnp-Ynnph
yoynmuwd thbp: Uuypu wyu yhdwyhb dke sthiup pb-
uwd... Ugqujubbbpb nt npwghbbpp GYwd uquunph
ntdptinny, pwyg 4tnd juiuwnptiuniptiwdp dwjpu hupw-
huntutiny, np wnypnuw nyuhtt htip Yn Yepununuwg
whuyuyiwi:

«dwpnhyp sgytipunuipdu n (njuhb hti, 0 wy
uniehl htigp»:
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Uonu awybn lugnitigui, jqujp nnnug, hwqn
Jbpuluun: vnptigh, np nunuip wetk, hwbquypubwg
wyw pwnpnibwyk: Awyg wtthbiwn tp: budh wybyku
pniwg ph 4p Jwpubwp, np hpkb pub dp jp wuwgpuhh
b wupiniphiop wbunwny Yp vowy: Lwbh dp nudy
gnip fudtit Ylipg, wuitig pt dopp nnpp hogpw bip-
Jup ptiiwd E, pupmpbub-swpmpbub pnbynmibtpne
unpbp Gibkebtip nbtigud, wmbdbwuwywbm ptwb pw-
qnid thnpatip ppwo...

«Gnplynt opp whqud up yrubhp Yp Juqtp hiipghtip
Juwn Otapbne...: Ukdtinn Yn podthi, Yp hwinup-
ntgutht, 4n duhpwnthb: Ukhp wy ujuwip (punwwhy
dwdwb Ynpubgbbnt vwpuwthny: Shotintttipp wbpnib,
dudtinny Yp nhipth Gpyhbpp b hwqupunp wupnb-
nn dkgth Yp ewbuwygh qupiiti Lwpnhy pnjphtyp, b, dw-
oniyh fubippnyu, hwubihy hpkb, abepkh ppbb) b pb-
nbp Jwdwyht bnthpbip»:

«Gpynt pupht pnpnptightip, ntin Jwpnhyth ng dky
1nip Jup: Uwdwb pwpwpn bptip wiqud wnuytitg
’tppwn hwg phubn, dkigh wy pwdht phptnt: Gu-
gniptiwb htp punwub hwypniwd Ep wpnkox:

«Wonil tp: Uwdwh wnuwytiig yanitilr Ep, dttp wy
thnnngp hwiwpniwd Yp wwnuighiip: ULy dpb wy hhs
phubtlp, Twpnnihht dbp o ubqhwd £ Shpdwy
tplun hwgniuyp Up hwgqud, dtpdwy juwewyny qnipup
dwdljwd, ni ppptiptiny hwpgnig pL «wbbbd GEpupk;
pp» (Gwdwu n'ip b): lownp nunptignighip, wbpwp-
dugwlp wyu wbwlbuy juypinetitt n wbhiou h-
punn buybgubp: Gpw'q tp, pE hpuubnighil: O
thnfuw@ yuypwupuwbh, Wenibp, np wpnkh bop ypw-
ntub Ep, npupnuihy, tinbhih wpuwgniptwdp ujuun
Juqhby nkwh wnuybbig notwpup: bp tptnkd’ pngnu,
unkih pwl yruup hngh: ®nnngh thnphtr tpyhtip pupa-
nwgut, Jupodtiu punwudpwl wppwinn dhtinnt tipw-
dwl dp prpuns»:

«®npnnhyh bdwb (kgnbtiguwip puyp e Ssuyny
punbiguip dwidwjhu Ypwy — W', wyw’ (dudw), Jwp-
nhip thw: lubné vwjpu sthnpwd pb qupéawt: Jwp-
nhyn nghh dwb Yubqbwd Ep npub utthb: «dw’) pon-
Owd (Ynpubwy) Gu» puwe ne Juypjtwbwljub jow-
Gy, enbhph Ynnpkh with dp Unfuhp webt) ptipwbp ob-
nbp Uk tinux:

«Unfuhpp pipwbp’ futinnnubne dwybbip, thpgine-
Otip nnipu qup uuwb, wsptipp thwnitigub, nu pwp-
nhh 0dwb gigpht puuyutigue: Utp pupdpuwdw)b
Jwg ni Yndth jpwbpnddtint ni oqwwttbtinn Ypwy hw-
uwd nt pwlwght Utiqg htinwgti], npytugh Yuptbwb
Juniwhb oglit: Wouphih bp dbq quuby, «duniur, dw-
dw> 4p wnowjhbp ni swpdhbp Yp ghgthop»:

«Unuyht puphpny dwypp dtiq uwuptig, dopkb-
gut, phipwip phpoht uljuun on thekiy, jpny Wunpp ph-
nuwbn dipgnig tie Ynnpnkt thnip up hwbtig: Uh pubh
hutinnni] hwnwswbtp wpéwltig duypu n uuun thuput:
Wyinp Yypwy wsptipp pugniigul, ypwb hngh tlju,



pwyg wuwh up hipghbp Ynpubgnigud, hwpgnig pl hi's
wuwypwhwo Ep»:

«Unquédyihy phuwnpui tp, Gpp dwyp ne wnehly
gnynitigwt n ujuwb htytuw: Aninpu Yn jughbp:
Uni (uyht wbt jpwbpdttnh ne Swowbbpp: 8tng vkiq
nuwnhb ponnubwpub, hwmbquypugnght, Japuyptgh...
Utd fuwbindp ppngu hwpg nmw pl hiswPu quupud
tht ghbp: <nlb hdwguip, np tipp dkbp thwpuniuyp
ypnuwd Ehip nkwyh nniwhu, hop yhppwpwop bnwd £ m
hnb wy Wbwgwd: Gpp dtpkpdbbtipn dbpu unidwd Go
nt ghlip gypud, punwd b <prukbhy G pnipp phgw-
Ohph up juwbdabwd: Swh quuih wtu wuwhwd th ghtp b
hubwdwo: Wyn opp Gpp wnphip qugwd £ 9onip ptiptine,
hwinhwywo £ ubp ghrwghtitinkh Snipunis wdnyhty, np
Swhsgwd £ ghlip ti juyypbwd, np dwypl n pnjptpp nne
i, bt Yp thwthwph ghtip htwpp Yp pubh <nnt: Lwju
tpyuypuwd E, jiypny hwdwaw)wd ne Snipunil winght
Eop htidwd Glwd Eqnil»:

«8tpny Yopu nuntwny, hwpgnig pt hisnt thnp-
awd tp unfuhp nupbp»:

«Mfuypuud Eh with dp dnfuhp nuply” Gpt Jwpnhlu
uboyphwpti ytipwnuwniw)y: Qupniwd wyu pwhupuinp
onniwl wpdwbwgnig ghu, wkpp tp np nijugpu juigpw-

pkh>:

tipohti puntinp hwght Ypgun wppuwuwbty: Quyp-
\{ On Yp nnnun, tnjbwktu spenibpbtinp: onbwe m
dwpwd wsplinnib uky mbnid puqbuy Juip, ti pug-
Uy ht Uty wnopp Updlgwugnn pwuhd:

Wunthwintipd, shpwdwptiguy hp dndwwwhnt-
ptwb npuyuntwnp hdwbwk: dduim ptudp
Jupnitg, pt uwd tp, np <wjuuypub inud pppwthu
wnpludh up httpbiwbpny Jowuniwd i hhrwbnuiing
dud bl pmdnibne: Mpopud Ep Gptip op dnd wwhty,
tipk nn9 wnnny Ytpwnwniuwd:

winunuypuiph wigniuy whp dp upypigut
ukou nkuh dwypu unipp, wjpu wiwnupy, Jwjpu’
Unpdwiniwd pudwn, lunihl nt wnoep, hpwlhontiuy
dwu nt hwnnpnmyphtb...

Uwiniyh wku buqud td hp doy, dniujtipu onib-
Ytpni: Gunwiwd m snpgwd dtinplipp wihbipnuu vky
wplwb whwphih phptch Gdwb Yp huphupwb: Sppbb-
nniu p voyptightid Uhinnbmwd dtinptipn, Yp qpubhd
Swlphu...

Cunphujuinphib puep Sunpiniud pHrunpuy
In pnith’ ghu huniwwd qquguiniiiph nujhl wpyuyw)-
pbipnt hwdwip:

«Wn, wuwht, npuytugh dwhnipttu Yytipg upyphu
Ypwj guihu, j5qny ghu wju otpup hnnht jubattiu»
nuwt nt Uhwgwd Ytu uppnnitig hnnp htdh bpluntg:
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tig 8nihu, 2005: Ywpabwy <wjwupui b,
\I_ nundtiw) Ohdotinbwwpbpn: Whghwhiou hwyb-
nnt funudp Up rupud Bd htigu, bwbit Goe punptljubh
pnnimhhu’ Uhwb, dtnph@’ tpihiitipubig dwinhjotipn.
thnilip Up: Gptip ruph wnwy ptiwd Ehip ghtip n Unin-
Ohh U. QEnpg BYtintiginy dky, Utkiupny Wnpp. Wostwbh
atnwdp, pphupnitiuyg dpguwd: Ynnphu Jubqbwd
hwpg Ynt yruy dpypupnppnp Ypulh pnghtt dwuhb: Gp
puguypptd Qupnp hptit hwulwh nény: Up jhok
Wwnhy 24-np: Gp hwdpnipbd pniphlp, whhu dke jnigne-
uny yp ubinutid pwphyp, Yp 2njtd ok qubgmpbbtpp,
honli nt dopp Yn jwbabtd ghtip, Gu §'ninnnihd nkwh
puiqupul’ untipklh wnwy:

<wlwnwl dnibytipniu guithb, uwywpby wu-
ph8wbbbpkh heliti gud m, thnfuwbwl we phpnibjny
ntwh pwiqupubh dnuppp, Yp plipnihd dwhe’ ntwh
pPwhqupubh Gpn: Gpynt vwbnfuwdunp ba Y hebitid, nu
whw hn'd b g quypmubnubbtpp: Wkgwd k top-
btpnnpn dp, witih pwpan pub dhrubtipp, ypub phipt-
nuyultiwy Swnudwb up, Ukop hiwswab gtayptinmwd
tpym nuynp, winbg dhebit quily dp, dwdlniwd uugh-
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Somos pequerios, si...

Mabel Noce de Gheridian

esde que colaboro en la

Casa de Descanso “O.

Diarbekirian” me conmueve profundamente
el trato con los abuelos y evocar junto a ellos sus
historias de vida.

El testimonio que les voy a contar es diferente.
Hnadzant, su protagonista, ya no estd entre nosotros
para narrarnos sus anécdotas y vivencias. Sin embargo,
pude recuperar parte de su historia gracias a la gentil
colaboracion de una de sus hijas, Elisa, quien me
entreg6 una grabacion conteniendo

los turcos enrolaban a los hombres de hasta 50 afios
para servir en el ejército. Su padre, que era muy joven,
fue convocado, mientras que las mujeres y nifios
continuaban en sus casas. Sin embargo, esta situacion
cambi6 drasticamente el 27 de agosto de ese mismo
ano, fecha que la abuela, en ese entonces muy joven,
evoca con mucho pesar ya que a partir de ese momento
toda la poblacion tuvo que abandonar el pueblo y
marchar hacia el desierto de Derzor.

Sin mas noticias de su padre y muy angustiada por
tener que experimentar tan incierto destino, partio
junto a su madre y hermanas al forzado destierro
llevando consigo apenas unas pertenencias. Fueron
largos dias o tal vez meses que quedaron por siempre
grabados en su memoria.

Junto a muchos armenios, caminaron dia tras dia

perdiendo la nocién del tiempo,

relatos de su madre. '

Menuda, de hermosos y delica-
dos rasgos, podia Hnadzant en su
juventud parecer fragil ante nuestros
ojos. No obstante, hoy conoceremos
su fortaleza espiritual y su temple,
que se manifiestan triunfantes en
medio de las penurias de la barbarie
turca.

Nacio en el afio 1905 en Tomar-

“Somos pequeios, si,

¢ quién les obligo

a dispersarnos como las estrellas,
para que nos vieran

por donde anduvieran...?.”

~, sufriendo hambre, sed y el brutal
ataque de los soldados otomanos que
sin piedad golpeaban y exterminaban
salvajemente a los que ya sin fuerzas
no podian seguir adelante.

En ese interminable viaje sin
rumbo, Hnadzant vi6é morir a su
abuela, a su madre y a varios de sus
hermanos; experiencia terrible que
marcaria a fuego el paso de su

Kevork Emin

J

za, provincia de Angora (hoy

Ankara, capital de Turquia). Hacia el afio 1914 vivian
alli cerca de 4500 habitantes puramente armenios, que
se establecieron en el lugar entre los siglos XII y XIII
cuando el reino armenio de Cilicia se extendié por
esos territorios. Tomarza era un pueblo apacible y
pintoresco, dividido en cuatro regiones, cada una
dominada por una familia noble con derechos heredi-
tarios, y ubicado en el centro de Anatolia.

De ese lugar, ella recuerda especialmente el Vank
(Monasterio) que constituia un emblema de la fe
cristiana de sus pobladores. Estaba dedicado a la
Virgen Maria y tenia un seminario que funcion6 hasta
1915. Era una construccién imponente, que contaba con
alrededor de 15 dependencias en las que se albergaba a
los peregrinos que afio tras afio llegaban alli desde
Zeitun, Marash, Hadyin y otros pueblos, para asistir a
la conmemoracién de Asvazazin (festividad de la
Virgen Maria).

Cuenta Hnadzant que la escuela armenia Saakian
tenia aproximadamente 250 alumnos y alli concurri-
eron todos sus hermanos. Lamentablemente cuando ella
iba a comenzar sus estudios, se produjo la deportacion
masiva de los armenios, lo que impidi6é que pudiera
aprender a leer y escribir hasta su llegada a la Argenti-
na.

Del genocidio recuerda que a principios de 1915

infancia a la adolescencia.

Ella y una de sus hermanas, ya
huérfanas, fueron llevadas en tren a Sham (antiguo
nombre de la ciudad de Damasco hoy capital de Siria),
para ser alojadas en un orfanato, en el que sufrieron
nuevos infortunios, a pesar de su corta edad, los que,
sin embargo, afrontaron con una entereza admirable.

Trabajaban en el hilado y tejido de alfombras, para
lo cual las mujeres armenias siempre fueron muy
habilidosas, a cambio de la comida que alli les brinda-
ban. Pero también a ese orfanato llegaban personas en
busca de mucamas o personal de servicio, y las nifias
de catorce y quince anos eran entregadas para em-
plearlas en dichas tareas.

Uno de los recuerdos mas dramaticos que Hnad-
zant tiene de ese lugar es del dia en que una mujer
desconocida y de aspecto severo e intimidante la eligio,
junto a otra joven, para llevarlas a vivir con ella. Les
prometi6é un hogar en el cual encontrarian tranquilidad
y bienestar, pero nada de esto fue cierto.

Llegaron a una finca casi destruida en la cual habia
cinco nifias muy asustadas, que unos hombres estaban
eligiendo para comprarlas . Al ver tan terrible situ-
acioén, comprendi6 que todo era mentira y que habian
caido en un engano: ellas también serian vendidas a los
turcos.

Cuenta Hnadzant: “Estaba muy débil, necesitaba



recuperar fuerzas para poder correr y escapar de la
trampa que nos habia tendido esa mujer. Entonces mi
amiga y yo comimos un abundante plato de pilav que
nos ofrecieron, y en un descuido de los malvados,
mientras nos transportaban en un carro logramos huir,
y llegar nuevamente al orfanato”.

Alli continu6 viviendo junto a su hermana, y
luego de un tiempo, en 1921, contrajo matrimonio con
Simoén Kaprelian, un apuesto joven de su querido
pueblo Tomarza. Cuando creyeron que sus vidas
cambiarian, nuevamente el terror de la persecucion los
invadi6. Desesperados se refugiaron en una iglesia
junto a otros armenios sintiéndose amparados por la
inmensa fe cristiana que los embargaba.

Pero finalmente, los soldados turcos sin compasion
y de manera salvaje, comenzaron a incendiar la iglesia
y tuvieron que abandonar el lugar. Asi llegaron hasta
las cercanias del mar, cuya costa estaba surcada de
hogueras que impedian alcanzar los barcos de la Cruz
Roja britanica, dispuestos alli para ayudar a escapar a
los armenios perseguidos.

En este momento del relato la abuela se emociona
y cuenta: “ En mi desesperacion, me aferré a mi
esposo, y entonces, Simén me envolvié junto a él en
una frazada humedecida y me dijo: “prefiero morir
juntos quemados antes que en manos de los turcos
asesinos”. Y asi cruzaron las hogueras hacia los barcos
que los llevarian a Grecia.

En ese pais vivieron tres anos en forma muy
precaria en improvisadas carpas. Se dedicaron al hilado
de telas, tuvieron dos hijos que siendo muy pequenos y
con mucho dolor perdieron en una epidemia que arrasé
el lugar.

La abuela relata: “Estabamos enterrando a uno de
los niflos y cuando regresamos nos encontramos con
que nuestro otro hijo también habia fallecido”. Desgar-
rados por el dolor decidieron no continuar viviendo en
ese lugar y con la gran ayuda de un familiar que les
facilité dinero, pudieron viajar a la Argentina.

Llegaron en el ano 1923, se afincaron en el barrio
de Villa Soldati trabajando en la elaboracion de
lesmeyun y figazas, que con el tiempo se convirtié en
una prospera panaderia. Tuvieron cinco hijos, tres
mujeres y dos varones, siete nietos y cuatro bisnietos,
quienes contintian con el legado, la cultura y tradicién
armenia transmitido de generacién en generacion a
través de los afios.

Hnadzant rememora con mucha emocién que
lograron en Argentina la paz tan deseada en un pais sin
guerras, miserias y persecuciones. La protagonista de
esta historia falleci6 a los 85 afios en la ciudad de
Buenos Aires. ®
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April 24" And The R

river separates the present

from the past. And so I sit

here, on a hilltop that over-
looks Ani, the ancient, crumbling city
of a thousand churches. I look at the
ruins before me, so close and yet so
far. Unable to touch its stones, I pick
some wildflowers and toss them to
the sky. Itis April 24"—Day of Re-
membrance for Armenians every-
where. As they solemnly gather,
men, women, and children, in
churches, centers, and at monu-
ments, with heads bowed in rever-
ence, they pay homage to the one-
and-one-half million Armenian men,
women, and children—three-quarters
of the entire Armenian nation—anni-
hilated in 1915 by the Turkish govern-
ment in Western or Turkish-occupied
Armenia.

Today, here, under the sky of
Eastern Armenia, I bow my head in
reverence and silent prayer. All
around me on this hilltop there is
quiet except for the sound of the
wind and the gurgling river below.
Looking at the ruins and the vast
open land before me that leads to
Erzerum, Van, Bitlis, Sivas, Kharpert,
Diarbekir, Adana and all the other
towns and villages that were once
Armenian, I think of our martyrs and
the horrors they suffered.

I remember looking at reports in
the Chicago Daily Tribune—"April 29,
1915—Armenians Flee For Safety... Turk
Soldiers Massacre 800
Christians...Details From Urmia, Stat-
ing Some Were Crucified And Burned
Alive.. May 1, 1915—Recent Massacres In
The Whole Region Of Lake Van...May 6,
1915—Turks Destroying Villages...May 8,
1915—Many Armenian Women Sold As
Slaves.. . May 18, 1915—6,000 In Armenia
Slain By Turks...” Preserved on micro-
film, one report after another de-
scribing the slaying of a nation.

And then I remember the times I

spoke with some of the survivors
who, like my family and I, made Chi-
cago their home: Aristakes of Sebas-
tia, except for a brother, his entire
family, including his young bride and
unborn child, massacred. Margar of
Kharberd, most of his family
drowned in the river, like many of
the villagers there. Manoushak of
Tigranakert, most of her family mas-
sacred. Tagouhi of Sebastia, her en-
tire family massacred. Vardouhi of
Divrig, except for a sister, her entire
family massacred... Even though
they came from different towns and
villages, they all had the same an-
guished look in their eyes when they
described the atrocities and the bru-
tality of man against man they had
witnessed and survived. In rivers,
they were drowned. In churches,
they were burned. In towns and vil-
lages, they were hanged, beheaded,
slaughtered, buried alive... Girls and
women were raped and dragged
away, forced to worship another
god. On parched and dusty roads, of
thirst and starvation, they perished.
But miraculously, some of them sur-
vived.

Today, because of our martyrs
and survivors, we Armenians, no
matter where we live or who we are,
no longer live in fear because of who
and what we are—Armenians and
Christians. No longer do we hang
our heads in servility. Their undying
spirit taught us the meaning of cour-
age, determination, perseverance;
and the significance of helping one
another. For it was in the helping of
one another, that enabled those that
survived to persevere, whether on
the roads and rivers of death, or lat-
er in the orphanages.

Looking again at Ani and think-
ing of the problems here in Armenia
and in the Diaspora Armenian com-
munities, I wonder, Are these an-
cient ruins a symbol of the great cul-
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ture that once was and can be again,

or a harbinger of things to come if
we do not take care and nurture
what we now have, not only here in
Armenia, but in Armenian communi-
ties everywhere?

Not far from where I sit, down a
meandering, dirt road, a few old
houses stand. It is quiet there today,
but tomorrow the children will re-
sume their play and the adults their
work in this little place beyond the
hill where time keeps beat to the
rhythm of the land. And like their fa-
thers before them, the people in this
remote hamlet observe the old ways
like the geeyughatsees or villagers before
them. For they are the keepers of our
traditions, dialects, cuisine, art, folk
songs and dances. They are the key to
what makes our heart sing with long-
ing. Their songs are the ones the great
Komitas—celibate priest, composer,
vocalist, musicologist, and Genocide
survivor—collected as he traveled from
village to village.

In the cities and towns, however,
the old ways are discarded and forgot-
ten as the new are fervently and quick-
ly embraced. Both are good and both
are needed, just like grandparents and



grandchildren. But in the cities, the
people call the villager geghatsee, an un-
kind way of saying geeyughatsee—forget-
ting that at one time many of them also
came from villages, some even from
beyond Ani, where there too time kept
beat to the rhythm of the land and the
people observed the old ways. And in
the Diaspora, where time keeps beat
to the rhythm of swift change, new
ways and things, there too is a lack of
kindness towards one.

This April 24*, whether we live in
Armenia or the Diaspora, as we gather
to honor our martyrs either through a
church service, a moment of remem-
brance, a memorial program, a bou-
quet of flowers, a lit candle, or a soli-
tary, silent prayer, let us honor them
even more by treating each other with
kindness. This year, on the occasion of
the 90" Anniversary of the Genocide
of the Armenians, let us begin to
strengthen Armenia and the Armenian
Diaspora, and let it begin with kind-
ness, embraced with compassion, char-
ity, and unity, so that we too can be-
come the keepers of our traditions,
forever merging the old with the
new. @

April 2005

DE PROFUNDIS. ..
IV/XXIV

Our Father,
who are and were in heaven
when Your children were led to slaughter
like so many sheep and cattle,
hallowed be Thy name,
for some of them survived
and to this day wait for
Your Kingdom to come
and Your will to be done on earth
as it is in Your heaven, where a million
and a half of your children — our kin —
after a stay of nine decades in Your House
still await justice for their... “alleged”
martyrdom in a forest of crosses
raised where not a tree grows
and only the unredeemed
blood of martyrs flowed
irrigating the sands
for a new crop
of swords...

Give us this day, oh Father, something
other than our daily dread
of denial and despair...
and forgive us our trespasses — as you shower
those who trespassed against us
with ill-gained success and infinite power

over all that once walked tall in Your shadow

and now crawl on the face of this earth,
this dying planet, whose dust and ashes —
in Your own blessed words —

the meek shall inherit someday...

after time and space, light and darkness
have long been forgotten...

And... oh! Lead us not into temptation, Lord,

lest, offending Your chosen people, we covet
retribution or — Heaven forbid - even... justice...
but deliver us from the evil of false witness, for it distorts,

demeans and stains the divine power,
and the glory of Your Kingdom
forever and ever...

Amen.

Tatul Sonentz
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npugpny wetndmwd up prpu: Enptwin funpb thp
pwpniwd, uwnnigbiw] Juypunmphil dp dnnuwd npp,
4p funphhd pL unyEwWGh tp hnb npwd:

Utidgw) npyku vhwybwy ptifuwy, Jupdniwud pn
wpuphl winpuppbpmphwbn, wjubunpbu’ dopu
hwinkty pudwd pnt uhpny qqugnuibtinniy hwgnw-
ntw npubitnpnudbitipnib:

Epp 13 qpuptijubhu tnpwypu b, dwypu 38
unptijub Ep hul nmi' 48: Rupwuniiwljwd m jhunt-
twjud pniwjubibpnt quuwy Ep wb, 6twd opowwyu-
\h dp dkg np pninpnyhl pruppbip kp pm 6uibggud
ytiguntn: Gu wnweht utipniinh witiphwhwy th,
nuuphwpuyniwd pub up jupyht quly, nip hwypkih
tnyph wiwbnnyputnd nu unynpmphibbtipp phpuwwb-
yinn Eht pujuchi: Swphtt 1926-0 tp, e Juipuh Gd np
<wjwuywbh jhpwpulp nbin pwpd tp dypphn dt:
Witinhqu Ehp GQwd hhb punupwyppenipbui dp dyw-
Unyeht nu wnwbnmphibbbtpnt wantigniphiop wihuiw-
Pwn Wwhwo:

<htiuinipg wqgtin, jnjitin, hondwjtighbitp, wwp-
uhlbp-tbwbi pnipplp—wqnbp thi wyb awbpht Jpwy
np nm Jwwpkthp <wjwupuh poe Sttnuyuyp’ Uw-
Jwpehnj uke, 1890-wjwl puphbbpnil: Gunptih L puby
L, pLhL Onp tpyph vp by wypnn—nip wdkth hog Yp
hwljuuktp pm Ypotiwjual nt pnhuhly dwnwbgmpbwut-
nnih Yp dhwghp 19ng nuipne quicwly: Wikphjuw hwu-
Ubkn typ 1909-hty, Yp dbwyhp thpwlywy hp'h Gpyph
pouttub m Yhbgunuyhh wwhwiebtinmb: Nputu
wnwehl utinnminh wdtiphjuwhwy, Hu wy unynp th how-
quintin dtnnphu htinhtwn pbwb:

Wyunthwiimbing, 1940-ht, dtin wphuwphp whph ht-
nwgbtip ptiq tinpoputu bt wyn hinwninpniphibp whyph
Ubwp htapghtupk wéakny winp pwphphd htig: Qo
tipplip shdwgun pL hig Ypwl tp np Yrwypkp pne Eni-
ptwbn funppp, tt pL his bp wupuwhwd ptigh:
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Wdpnng twlp dp wyptigup wyn quypnypeny: 4p
Juuwdhu pE wyn tipptithgk 0y pniun np dSwbopw-
Owu hnghu b pwnunmptwb: ULy, h tkpeng, wtpp
En twppugptiuwd ppunp quhp gnuynudn: Gphgotinn,
Yud ntuunpbtpp wkpp tp Yowhthb pt pwb dp wh-
ph wwipwhtip: Mupuhwd tp wigbwht: Oy ghypk
pwlh wbhquy, ytig nupbipnt pbipwgpht, uyubinh néh-
nn h gnpd tp npmuwd dhogtie np dhwyb dh pwbh dhihnh
hwy Ep dhwgwd: @nipptipp hwy gwpnud tht wbgbw-
1ht: Optip & np wunpdmphip hpghipp Ypyot:
Unlyut'g 1895-hl, h ndpwpupniphil ptigh ni ppubp-
phn, wgquubitpnin b puptjudbbpnin: Yplyotg
Wauwnpnihny wdpnne hwymphwb hudwp npytu bw-
hintipwugn quhp ginuuwwiniptwd...

®npphl ghinhn dty, dwjpn ptiq nwpng npltig, tie
nnil qughp nupng m fuwnwghp pbytpabpnin htap:
Jwhibwynt pwb sjup. h Yytpgny, hwyp ophtwwywh dn-
nnynipn Ep e wbnp hwinbwy unpbymphap wo-
nipnbbih: Lphuypnitiub hp punhb ke, hujuip hpt
nupbiny wwptip thir pny pyh:

Gntijuw) Ehp Gpp yupuwhbgun pbgh ne piyqputth-
phn: Unypwiht hmdhyphtibpp wppuwetighti: dwnpwip-
Juwnnpy phipptip, pnipp népugnpdbtin ne wajubnb
pwiwluwjhbbtipn, dthugtiwy nt thujud, jupdwybgu
Uhjwytptbtpnil, Uwjwphng, Uphhuwph, Uwunith nu
Spwyhgnth tdwd wwbbbpm G ghintpne hwynmptwt
Ypwy: L dwbnijh wspbipn ypbuwb dwpnng dnpenithip
Jughtbtipny, pnipbpny, numbwyiotpng n hpuqkbbb-
nny: Uwpnhy Yp dbnbth ompen qgipbnuwd gunh m
qunwujwbph hngtiuppny: <wy wnehlbtin Yp poiw-
pupnitht m §p quupnmbht npybu ugppney, junbg
pwdiinuwud hptitg hwpwqupbtipth: Gptip puptub
thp, pwyg bppt’p whph sinntwyhp...

<n'n £ np wptijnpbwb hniupp ujubip Ep dhp uwn-
Owpni s, uwbaniwd pnt quypnyphn dke: Quyptgwnp
1890-wjud hwjwowbph nit pgwpnh qpuphbtipnib, tho-
stir 1909, tinp hpwypny énnnuypbgunp m hwuwp Wik-
phyw’ htapn, pliptgny wyn quypnypp’ np whph pwbgkp
ptiq dhbstin dwhniwbng opnp: 1895-hti punnpn thihnb
hwytip uyuwbimbgwb b hwqupuinp niphoip’ juenp-
nnn puphbtpnt: Ugqubmphiabbp phuwp’ npnig
nép unife nupbpp Yp jhotigbtp: Wawgnghng, Snngn-
Rrwyh tdwb thnptidwdl Swbwwwphbtinnib Gpluybpht,
dupnuyht qubltpnt ppnipbtp dwbop phuwpwbbbp
tht, nip dblugnp pphuypnbtiwdtin hptibg Jhqtipp Y'tip-
Jupkht uyuutiiny pnippht twupwnubh...

Quindwguwy tipp, wpwehlt wiquid pruyny, wp-
gnibpbtipnn phuw) tipp tnpwjpu Unhgnow dtydtigun
Owrwuph nuntwne: Cup Jongu, Sowbbwghl, pnu
wnwehll upmudn htptwbph Ep wyb hpnnnipbwi’
np 4p hwrwgpughp pt wyjtiu tpptip whph gpbubthp
quyt:



Qhwuljguy, npmhtipbr Gpptip skh pnhuwd pnu
lwgn: Gpypnpn Jueniwdtn typ, phuw) pt hbswtu,
hhiwinwingh wbynnbht uke yunlwd, pupdtighp
Pl m dtnpn’ prhyp wnwd uwvwniwh vp tiwb
dwjpu Ynwhtig Rt his Yp swbwyhp put: Gplypnpn
Jupeniwdp wnwd tp ptquk fuoutiint jupnnnihibn,
puyg duynu hwuljgud ktp pk inpopu wuht §'nigkhp
hdwbwy: W qpuunht Yp dSwowybp bwmwgpnpdh@’ Hh-
1hthhtth Ynghttipnib ke, tir hbgke np L{hy kg hwuw,
wdkth hiy yapewugud kp:

Wnwbahh th ptiq htnp ULyt Loip hhrwbinwbwghh
uty thnpp utiimyhb Uk, dhos nnit hngtiuipph dke
Ehp, wnwd wdkh vty onibshn dhetin duniwbwulp
htapghtapk ' tipuinkp dhogtin np nunptigup obskipk:
Jtinohtt wmbiqud ppjwiny dhwuhtt Ehop, hwyn, nnib tie
tiu—nt junbtiyp wbjuou Whwgwd puntp: @

Prupglwblg Qhg ptak
(rwpny Unikig

2 Poems

Sorrow

drips yellow
down the trees...
A yellow sorrow
with a hunter’s
paw - see the
cat play with

its prey.

Each leaf

a world within

the world — how
many worlds has
this autumn felled?
Who humbles whom
during this game?
Who the hell

can tell?

HAMO SAHIAN
Translated by
Tatul Sonentz
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LA CROIX (France)
13 avril, 2005

Armeénie, 24 avril 1915

Alfred Grosser

...Juste commémoration arménienne. LEurope commu-
nautaire est un ensemble ou chacun a le droit de parler
librement des crimes commis par d’autres et a le devoir
de parler de ceux qui ont été commis en son nom a lui.
Alfred Grosser.

Voici quatre-vingt-dix ans, le 24 avril 1905, le géno-
cide des Arméniens de Turquie a commencé. Des massa-
cres, des déportations massives aboutissant a la mort par
la soif et la faim. Des victimes par centaines de milliers.
En principe, les évocations officielles devraient étre nom-
breuses. LAssemblée nationale et le Sénat n’ont-ils pas
voté, le président de la République n’a-t-il pas pro-
mulgué, I'étonnante loi du 29 janvier 2001 dont voici le
texte complet: “La France reconnait publiquement le
génocide arménien de 1915. La présente loi sera
exécutée comme loi de I'Etat” Le président du Conseil
constitutionnel a-t-il pensé a ces deux phrases lorsque,
le 3 janvier dernier, il a présenté les voeux du Conseil au
chef de I'Etat? Pierre Mazeaud a dit notamment: “La loi
ne doit pas étre un rite incantatoire. Elle est faite pour
fixer des obligations et ouvrir des droits. En allant au-
dela, elle se discrédite.”

Tout au plus - mais ce serait déja beaucoup - ladite
loi devrait comporter I'obligation de mémoire, telle que le
maire de Paris I'a définie lors de la cérémonie organisée
a I'nétel de ville le 24 avril 2002. Bertrand Delanoég, dans
un remarquable discours prononcé devant les Parisiens
d’origine arménienne et les amis défendant leur cause, a
parlé de la juste commémoration affectant “la partie
arménienne du peuple de Paris”, se réservant ainsi le
droit et le devoir de commémorer les crimes commis con-
tre d’autres parties de ce peuple, notamment la partie
juive.



J’avoue que c’est au nom de I'indispensable com-
paraison que je faisais, que je fais depuis longtemps par-
tie desdits amis. Le mot “incomparable” est aussi absurde
que le mot “impensable”. La Shoah a été plus horrible,
plus systématique encore que le génocide arménien. Le
dire, c’est comparer. Et dire que la peste tue plus que le
choléra, ce n’est pas interdire d’évoquer I'horreur de ce
dernier. De la connaitre d’abord, puis de la faire con-
naitre. Aussi ai-je préfacé deux livres d’ampleur dif-
férente. En 1984, I'édition frangaise du terrible témoi-
gnage du pasteur Lepsius paru sous le titre Archives du
génocide arménien, et, en 1996, le grand bilan de Va-
hakn Dadrian, Histoire du génocide arménien (Stock).

Lauteur consacre un long chapitre aux responsabil-
ités allemandes. Ce sont ces responsabilités qui com-
mencent aujourd’hui a faire débat en Allemagne. Cela a
un moment ou I'ouverture européenne a la Turquie en-
trave la commémoration. Dans le Land de Brandebourg,
seul a avoir introduit I'évocation du massacre dans les
programmes scolaires, il vient d’étre décidé de supprimer
les passages concernés des livres de classe. Un cahier
spécial du grand hebdomadaire Die Zeit vient de publier,
le 23 mars, les photos du maréchal Colmar von der Goltz,
fort au courant des plans mis a exécution par 'armée
turque, et du général Fritz Bronsart von Schellendorf,
chef d’état-major de cette armée, en guerre aux cotés de
I’Allemagne. Celui-ci s’est méme occupé de détails pour
que les marches mortelles puissent se dérouler sans ani-
croche.

En France, il n’existe aucune raison de ne pas com-
mémorer. Au lieu de programmer pour la centieme fois La
vache et le prisonnier ou Week-end a Zuydcoote, on
devrait projeter, du méme Henri Verneuil/Achad Malakian
son beau film Mayrig ou, en 1991, il évoquait, sur fond de
souffrance passée, I'arrivée de sa famille a Marseille,
avant d’exprimer I'année suivante, dans 558, rue Para-
dis, un certain regret d’avoir parfois été infidele a son
identité arménienne. Une identité qui ne se substitue en
aucune facon a la francaise. La loi de 2001 a été accep-
tée a 'unanimité parce que personne ne voulait s’aliéner
I’électorat d’origine arménienne. Ce n’est pas au nom
d'un vote potentiel qu’il convient de commémorer le 24
avril 1905, mais au nom du respect di précisément a
toute composante de l'identité frangaise, a 'arménienne
comme a l'africaine, a la protestante comme a la juive.

Aucun Turc d’aujourd’hui ne porte la moindre re-
sponsabilité personnelle. Mais, lorsqu’il y a quelques
années 'ambassadeur de France a Ankara m’a de-
mandé si je ne pouvais pas éviter deux “petits mots” -
Arméniens et Kurdes, j'ai accepté et répondu simple-
ment: “CEurope communautaire est un ensemble ou cha-
cun a le droit de parler librement des crimes commis par
d’autres et a le devoir de parler de ceux qui ont été com-
mis en son nom a lui”
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EL PAIS (Montevideo - Uruguay)
13 de abril de 2005

Se cumplen 90 anos
Editorial

DENTRO de unos dias se cumplirdn nueve décadas
del genocidio de los armenios, una masacre planeada,
ordenada y cometida por las fuerzas del Imperio Oto-
mano, que comenzd el 24 de abril de 1915 mientras en
Europa se libraba el segundo afio de operaciones de la
primera guerra mundial. Ese conflicto bélico de gran
alcance - en el que los otomanos figuraban como aliados
de los imperios centrales, Alemania y Austria - puede
haber funcionado como deliberada cortina de humo
aprovechada por los turcos para que la masacre de
armenios pasara inadvertida, pero de todas maneras
luego del horrible episodio, que se prolongé largamente
a través de la ruta de huida de los armenios desde las
montanas de Anatolia hacia el Mediterraneo, las autori-
dades otomanas s6lo reconocerian unos pocos miles de
muertos, cuando la contabilidad mas creible sobre esa
carniceria hace subir el total de victimas a 1:500.000
personas.

SEGUN se ha dicho, el genocidio armenio fue “el
primer plan de exterminio sistematico de un grupo
humano en el siglo XX” dato que podria retocarse si se
incluye en esa categoria la matanza colosal de los
pobladores del Congo por parte del rey Leopoldo Il de
Bélgica, que cubri6 desde fines del siglo XIX hasta 1905,
por lo menos, y liquido a millones de personas bajo el
empuje de un insaciable espiritu de lucro y tomd
finalmente una notoriedad internacional que obligo al
monarca belga a detener el método y pasar el Congo -
que hasta entonces era una suerte de feudo personal - a
la administracién colonial de su pais. Desoladoramente,
el caso del Congo y luego el espanto de la masacre de
los armenios no cerrarian el capitulo genocida en la
historia reciente, porque serian continuados por la
mortandad provocada en la Unién Soviética con la
colectivizacion forzada del agro y el desplazamiento
masivo de comunidades bajo Stalin, luego de lo cual
vendria el holocausto de millones de judios europeos
durante el gobierno nazi, asi como la muerte de decenas
de millones de chinos bajo el Gran Salto Adelante (y
después la Revolucién Cultural) ordenados por Mao.

No todo terminé alli, en materia de genocidio, ya que
después vendria el exterminio de camboyanos en la
década del 70 bajo el régimen de los Khmer Rouges
(que ultimé a la mitad de la poblacién de ese pais
indochino) y finalmente la masacre de la comunidad tutsi
por orden de sus rivales hutu en Ruanda durante los
afos 90, donde murieron 800.000 personas en unos
pocos meses. Tanto espanto no debe condicionar la



memoria, empero, de manera que al cumplirse noventa
anos de la persecucion de los armenios el hecho debe
recuperar todo el horror que le corresponde, como si
hubiera ocurrido ayer. En la perspectiva del cruento siglo
que paso, es uno de los picos de muerte que ningun
inventario de las crueldades humanas debe saltear.

UNA de las lecciones duraderas que pueden dejar
al hombre de hoy esos episodios de ayer, es el de un
convencimiento colectivo: el de que no deben repetirse
jamas.

Mientras sigue en ejercicio la Corte Penal Internacio-
nal instalada en La Haya desde julio de 2002, y funcio-
nan asimismo dos tribunales penales especiales para la
guerra de la ex Yugoslavia y la mencionada matanza de
Ruanda, puede razonarse que esas instancias judiciales
marcan una ventaja con respecto al mundo del pasado
reciente: hoy ya no es posible que alguien cometa
crimenes de guerra o crimenes contra la humanidad y
pretenda quedar impune, porque esas cortes penales
sabran echarle el guante, como ocurrié con Milosevic,
sin ir mas lejos. Es notoria la zozobra con que se mueve
hoy Henry Kissinger luego de ser requerido por la
Justicia francesa para hacer frente a alguna de las
multiples acusaciones que pesan sobre él por las cosas
que permitié hacer a otros (en Chile, en Timor o en
Vietnam, por ejemplo) mientras se desempefiaba como
secretario de Estado.

YA no sera posible que esas cortes juzguen a los
culpables de otros hechos mas remotos: la muerte
natural o el suicidio los ha salvado de enfrentar a un
tribunal. El genocidio de los armenios ha quedado muy
atras, pero lo que sigue vivo es el recuerdo del horror,

junto a la necesidad de no perder el recuerdo de ciertas
manchas que han oscurecido la historia contemporanea.

Reivindicacion

En tiempos de reivindicaciones histéricas, es
importante recordar un hecho que marcé el futuro de
este pais. El 11 de abril de 1831 el gobierno de la
flamante republica del Plata decidié utilizar a su ejército
para hallar una solucién definitiva y terminante al tema
“charrda”. No fue una batalla frontal ni un enfrentamiento
honorable entre guerreros y soldados, sino una em-
boscada, una masacre o matanza - como se desee
llamar - , pergefiada recurriendo al engafo y a un cierto
nivel de confianza que aun existia entre lideres de
ambos bandos, que habian peleado juntos contra los
invasores extranjeros de este territorio.

La masacre de Salsipuedes significd un punto de
inflexién en nuestra historia, porque terminé con lo que
quedaba de una unidad cultural y étnica de los pobla-
dores originales de estas tierras.

Nuestros aborigenes némades, que vivian en la
edad de piedra y que nunca aceptaron asimilarse a esa
nueva sociedad, poseian un estilo de vida antagénico
con el de la sociedad criolla. Como nunca se les recono-
cio derecho alguno sobre su suelo, el paso del tiempo no
hizo mas que agravar el conflicto de intereses existente
entre ellos. Han transcurrido 174 afios desde aquel
luctuoso dia.

Lo que sigue pendiente en el seno de la sociedad
uruguaya es la reivindicacion de ese colectivo, especial-
mente en lo que tiene que ver con su consideracion y
presencia en la historia oficial de este pais.

LE FIGARO (France)
13 avril 2005

Le monde aveugle au massacre
armenien
Isabelle Courty

Plus d’un million de victimes ont péri dans cette tragédie
dont on commémore le 90e anniversaire

A quelques jours de la commémoration du quatre-
vingt-dixieme anniversaire du génocide arménien, le film
de Laurence Jourdan diffusé ce soir sur Arte, parait es-
sentiel a la compréhension de cette tragédie. Le 24 auvril
1915 marque, en effet, le début des massacres et des
déportations qui décimeront prés des deux tiers des
Arméniens de Turquie. En 1916, on compte plus d’'un mil-
lion de victimes.
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D’une grande clarté malgré la densité des informa-
tions, le documentaire remonte jusqu’aux premiers mas-
sacres commis pendant les précédentes décennies et
restitue le contexte géopolitique de I'époque. Pourquoi
'Empire ottoman a-t-il décidé de venir a bout de ce peu-
ple? Quelle était la réalité sociale et politique des chré-
tiens de cette région ? Quelles étapes ont conduit les
nationalistes Jeunes-Turcs a leurs déportations mas-
sives? Réalisant un travail considérable sur les archives
(photos exclusives provenant de fonds publics et privés,
films, cartes postales...), la réalisatrice déroule le fil de
I'histoire de ce génocide.

Pour mieux saisir la réalité de la période 1915-1916,
elle a eu I'idée de se plonger dans les précieuses ar-
chives diplomatiques. Observateurs privilégiés, les diplo-
mates allemands et américains en poste a I'époque té-
moignent de 'ampleur de la tragédie qui se déroule sous
leurs yeux. Leurs rapports sont édifiants. «Il s’agit de rien



moins que la déportation de toute la population arméni-
enne. Il y aurait environ 60 000 Arméniens dans cette
province et environ un million dans I'ensemble des six
autres. Tous doivent étre expulsés, entreprise probable-
ment sans précédent dans I'histoire», écrivait Leslie
Davis, consul américain a Kharpout. Comment ne pas
réagir aux lettres du consul allemand a Alep ?
«’Euphrate commence a charrier des cadavres de plus
en plus nombreux. Cette fois, ce sont principalement des
femmes et des enfants. N’y a-t-il rien a faire pour mettre
un terme a cette horreur ?» Sans doute y avait-il quelque
chose a faire. Mais la communauté internationale,
plongée dans le contexte de Premiére Guerre mondiale
et soucieuse de ménager ses intéréts économiques,
reste sourde aux cris d’alarmes de ses représentants.
Résultat, plus d’'un million de victimes. Les récits saisis-
sants des rares survivants ponctuent aussi le documen-
taire et témoignent de la violence des massacres, les
marches forcées jusque dans le désert, les viols,
I'épuisement, les maladies. Et toujours cette question qui
hante les consciences : «Quelle était notre faute?»

Laurence Jourdan se concen tre avec beaucoup de
précision sur I'histoire du génocide et n’évoque pas la
question de sa reconnaissance par les autres pays. Un
point qu’elle a pu aborder dans un DVD* lors d’un entre-
tien avec I'historien et spécialiste du sujet, Yves Ternon.
Ensemble, ils reviennent sur cette question brilante et
sur les raisons qui poussent la Turquie a refuser,
aujourd’hui encore, de reconnaitre I'existence du géno-
cide. Un film indispensable.

LA CROIX (France)
13 avril, 2005

Une épuration ethnique sous
couvert de la guerre. LE
GENOCIDE ARMENIEN

Jean-Christophe Ploquin

En 1915, le mot “génocide” n’existait pas.

Le 24 mai de cette année-la, pour décrire le massa-
cre de dizaines de milliers d’Arméniens d’Anatolie déja
perpétré par le régime ottoman, la France, la Grande-
Bretagne et la Russie utilisent dans une déclaration com-
mune les termes de “crimes contre 'humanité” et “contre
la civilisation”. Depuis plusieurs semaines, a I'est de
I’Anatolie, des villages sont vidés de leur population
arménienne. Les hommes sont sommairement assass-
inés, les femmes, les enfants et les vieillards sont
déportés et contraints d’avancer dans une marche
meurtriere qui doit les amener a Alep puis a Deir-Ez-Zor,
en Syrie.
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A raide d’archives, émaillées du témoignage de
deux survivants, le documentaire de Laurence Jourdan
fait peu a peu entrer dans I'horreur. Durant plus de dix-
huit mois, une entreprise systématique de déracinement
de la population arménienne se traduit en politique
d’extermination. Entre 1 million et 1,5 million
d’Arméniens seront tués; environ 600 000 ont survécu.
Alors que la guerre fait rage en Europe, le sort des
Arméniens d’Anatolie n’est guére connu que de
quelques diplomates. Des consuls américains ou alle-
mands, présents dans plusieurs villes, pergoivent tres
vite que I'objectif réel du gouvernement ottoman n’est
pas de chasser les Arméniens des régions proches du
front russe, ou ils sont accusés de jouer les cinquiemes
colonnes, mais d’homogénéiser I'’Anatolie. Dans un con-
texte général de montée des nationalismes, les Turcs se
définissent de plus en plus comme une ethnie, attachée
a une religion, l'islam, et a un territoire. Les Arméniens,
dans leur logique, sont de trop. Neuf décennies plus tard,
le génocide des Arméniens reste un tabou dans une Tur-
quie dont les officiels continuent de nier la pluralité des
peuples qui I'habitent. ®
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Stone
On the Hill

A stone

on top of the hill...
A partridge

singing a song...

A heart that bleeds
In my chest,

A drop of blood
On the stone...

Tell me, oh wind,
ere you’re gone,
Tell me what hit
the partridge?

Troubled with

wounds of its own,
The wind could

tell me nothing.

HAMO SAHIAN

Translated by
TATUL SONENTZ




OBITUARY

Gayane Kanayan
(1900-2005)

Veteran ARS Member,
Admired and Beloved Matriarch

GAavANE KaNaYaN, widow of the legendary Ar-
menian national hero, General Dro Kanayan, passed
away at the age of 105 on April 21, 2005, in Water-
town, Massachusettes.

Mrs. Kanayan was born on May 29, 1900 in
Nukhi, province of Elisavetpol, one of six children
of Reverend Eremia and Mrs. Varvara Aprilian. The
family fled to Akkerman near
Odessa during the Armeno-Tatar
conflict in 1906. Gayane attended
high school in Akkerman,at that
time, a part of Russia and re-
ceived her advanced education in
Odessa. While there, she lived
through the turmoil of the Rus-
sian Revolution.

After completing her educa-
tion, she returned to Akkerman,
Romania, and from there, moved
to Bazarjik in Bulgaria where she
taught orphaned Armenian chil-
dren and met her first husband,
Paruyr Levonian, son of the fa-
mous Armenian bard and singer
Ashod Jivani. They had two chil-
dren: Lucy, who died in early
childhood, and Olga Proudian,
who resides in Watertown, MA.
Paruyr died of tuberculosis, in
1933.

One of Paruyr Levonian’s close friends was the
legendary General Dro Kanayan who had chosen to
reside in Romania after escaping Russia. In failing
health, Paruyr asked General Dro to look after Gay-
ane and her small daughter. Gayane and Dro were
married in 1935 in Bucharest, where their son,
Mardik, was born in 1938. Because of General Dro’s
connections among the Bucharest Armenian emigre
community, Gayane knew, helped and supported
many of the young Armenian refugees who found
their way to Romania, escaping from communist
regimes. One of these refugees became Vazgen I,
Catholicos of All Armenians.

After World War II, the family moved to
Beirut, Lebanon and then, in 1951, to Watertown,

MA. From the moment of her arrival in the United
States, Gayane resumed her strong and active inter-
est in the Armenian Relief Society (ARS) and its
projects. She served as a member of the ARS Cen-
tral Executive, later to become Chairperson of the
ARS, Inc. She will always be remembered for the
help she provided in securing the Sophia Hagopian
Endowment for the ARS. The
connections that ungeruhi Gay-
ane established with donors, re-
- sulted in a $1 million endow-
ment. She was also one of the
architects of the “Bnag me
Geragur” fund to help needy
Armenian families in the Mid-
“ dle East.

' Throughout her married
life, Gayane was a source of
strength, wise counsel and

. moral support to General Dro,
| both during World War IT and
in his Diasporan activities and
leadership in the postwar peri-
od. She was active in all com-
munities where they lived at
# different times.

In 1992, Gayane was hon-
ored by the Prelacy of the Ar-
menian Church as Mother of the
Year. In 2003, she received
from the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of
Armenia with the very first General Drastamat
‘Dro’ Kanayan Medal in appreciation of all her
work with Armenians all over the world.

Gayane died peacefully on April 21, at the
Armenian Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in
Jamaica Plain, MA. She is survived by her son
and daughter-in-law Martin and Alice Kanayan
of Houston, Tex., her daughter Olga Proudian of
Watertown, MA, and five grandchildren and
three great grandchildren.

She will always remain a symbol of the dig-
nity and courage of Armenian women, their
strength and endurance. May she rest in peace.
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THEARS AT THE UNITED NATI

Observations on

The 2004 United

Nations DPI/NGO

Conference

in New York

THE DAY 1 morning session
included all of the participants from
the worldwide organizations in the
United Nations General Assembly
Room - the room that we see on
television. There were speeches
from all of those involved in the
leadership of the conference, includ-
ing a welcome from the President
of the Fifty-Eighth Session of the
UN General Assembly, as well as a
video speech from Secretary-Gener-
al Kofi A. Annan. All of these
opening remarks were focused on
the importance that the Non-Gov-
ernmental Organizations (NGOs)
have in each of their home coun-
tries not only in helping the Civil
Society but in advancing the 8 Mil-
lennium Development Goals

(MDGs) as adopted by the UN.

THE AFTERNOON session had
the focus of explaining what
progress had been made in accom-
plishing the MDGs. The assembled
panel members gave an explanation
for each of their home regions.
Particularly outspoken, and well-
received by most of the audience,
was the speaker Farida Allaghi who
was born in Libya and had lived in
Saudi Arabia for 20 years. She as
well as the other speakers from oth-
er regions in the world (Phillipines,
Russia, United Kingdom) were able
to explain to the assembled groups
what their region was experiencing
at the moment not only concerning
MDG progress, but also additional
regional information that is not al-

ways easy to obtain except face to
face. I was struck by the brutal
honesty of these panelists in admit-
ting where their home countries/
regions were failing to meet expec-
tations and how they thought
progress was being accomplished
and ways progress could be accom-
plished more effectively.

DAY 2’s morn-
ing session was
equally enlightening
in that the panel
spoke about the dif-
ficulties in overcom-
ing MDG obstacles.
Speakers were from
Senegal, United
Kingdom, Hungary,
and China. All of
the presentations ad-
dressed how difficult
it was to actually
accomplish the goals
set out by the UN
because of years of
political and social

baggage. The bottom line appeared

to be that good governance of a
country was key to the shift in a
country’s direction, as well as trans-
parency of governmental functions,
rule of law and equal participation
by women. Although this oversim-
plifies the afternoon session - each
speaker was able to give unique
perspectives into the slow shifts oc-
curring in their respective regions.
The presentation given by NGO
representatives from China and
Senegal emphasized the importance
of women’s role in strengthening
the civil society and their participa-
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tion in decision making processes
which affect their daily life.

DAY 3’s morning session panel
discussed how we, as NGO repre-
sentatives, could take what we were
learning at the conference home to
our respective countries and organi-
zations. Although not an easy task
the focus seemed to center on in-
volving youth activities, corporate
sponsorships, and raising the MDG
profile in our own groups. The
methodology is also very different
depending on if a country is indus-
trialized or not.

THE DAY 1 workshop I attend-
ed covered How to Effectively
Communicate with the Media. Ba-

sic tips on communicating properly
with the media were explained and
developed with the ultimate point
being that it is our responsibility as
NGO members to get news items to
the press and present them in a way
that properly frames the human in-
terest of our activities.

THE DAY 2 workshop was co-
sponsored by the Armenian Relief
Society, with the topic of HIV/
AIDS Education, Prevention and



Care with Special Emphasis on En-
gaging Boys and Men as Full Part-
ners. Carol Bova, Assistant Profes-
sor, Graduate School of Nursing
University of Massachusetts, spoke
about her work in Armenia and
what she saw as obstacles and posi-
tive progress in a smaller and less
afflicted by HIV/AIDS country
like Armenia. The other 3 panel-
ists, coming from UNICEF, UN,
and Ambassador from Zambia to
the U.S., were experts in the region
of Africa. Although all agreed that
amore widespread participation to
treating the disease by each respec-
tive culture and especially by men
along with the women (as women
contract the disease more easily
than men) the nuance involved as to
region and culture are crucial in
understanding how to effectively
work within a given area. Carol is
discovering ways to reach past the
capital city of Yerevan and into the
mountainous regions with medical
information and the incredibly im-
portant information as to HIV/
AIDS prevention and treatment.

IN CONCLUSION, the various
panels and discussions taking place
during those days should help ARS
and its members to be creative on
how they can contribute to the
progress of MDGs in Armenia. Ar-
menia needs to build a strong civil
society in order to overcome its
challenges for next coming years.

AS A PARTICIPANT in the
Conference, I had the distinct privi-
lege of meeting Ungherouhis from
California, New York, Massachu-
setts, Canada, and Lebanon. I am
very grateful to Shakeh Basmajian
from Eastern Regional, as well as
all of the leadership from ARS, for
the opportunity to attend this con-
ference. Because of this UN Con-
ference I had the opportunity to
meet and share with other women
in other chapters, Regionals and
Central Executive of ARS in a way

that is impossible if all are not in
the same place at the same time.
Additionally, while getting to know
one another in ARS, we all were
able to meet people, literally, from
around the world at the various ses-
sions, workshops, and gatherings.
ARS was also fortunate in being
one of the larger delegations
present - making all of the Ungher-
ouhis very proud to be ARS mem-
bers. But being at the conference
really gave those present as NGO
members the sense of being part of
something much bigger than ARS -
we are all part of the approximately
600 groups that are helping people

worldwide with the issues affecting
us all worldwide. In addition, a key
lesson from this conference was that
the ARS members in the diaspora
can see how what we do can have
an impact not only on Armenia but
on other groups too because of the
contacts maintained between the
NGOs worldwide between confer-
ences. @

Krista Haroutunian
(ARS-Detroit-Maro chapter) with
Silva Sedrakian
(ARS-Watertown-Lola Sassouni)

ARS Participates

in a Meeting of

Armenian NGOs

Organized by the

UN Permanent

Mission of Armenia

On March 25, Ambassador Ar-
men Martirosyan, Permanent Repre-
sentative of Armenia to the UN,
met with the representatives of the
Armenian non-governmental orga-
nizations accredited at the United
Nations; ARS, Inc. was represented
by Penelope Gi-
ragosian and
Hamesd
Beugekian. This
was the first
meeting of its
kind aiming at
getting more
closely ac-
quainted with
the work carried
out by these or-
ganizations at
the UN, their
concerns and
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the possibilities for expanded coop-
eration with the Permanent Mission.
Welcoming the representatives of
the NGOs, Ambassador Martirosy-
an thanked them for their positive
response to the Mission’s invitation
to hold such a meeting. He noted
that Armenia, after becoming a
member of the Economic and So-
cial Council of the United Nations
(ECOSOC), had been trying to
have a constructive input in the ef-
forts of this important UN body in
all those spheres where Armenia
had experienced some problems.
The NGOs, emphasized the Ambas-
sador, have an essential role in this
respect, as organizations participat-
ing in almost all phases of the Unit-
ed Nations’ wide range of activities.

A.Vardanian, Minister of Social Affairs, H.Hakobian, Member of the
National Assembly and Ambassador to the UN A.Martirosian
addressing Armenian-American NGO representatives



ARMENIA AT THE UNITED NATI

Foreign Minister

Vartan Oskanian’s

Annual Message at

the United Nations

On Wednesday, September 29,
2004. The Armenian Minister addressed
the 59th Session of the General Assem-
bly on such issues as UN reform, the Mil-
lennium Development Goals, and the
fight against terrorism. At the same
time, he addressed the Nagorno Kara-
bagh conflict, and Armenia’s position on
prospects for its resolution. Local stu-
dents and representatives of Armenian
organizations were present to hear the
statement, and later participated in a
short question-and-answer period with
the Minister.

The speech came at the conclusion
of a three-day visit during which the
Minister met with various UN officials, as
well as foreign ministers. On Wednes-
day, the Minister met with Mr. Kofi An-
nan, Secretary General of the United
Nations, with whom he discussed various
UN issues, as well as matters related to
Armenia-UN cooperation. At the Secre-
tary General’s request, the Minister
briefed Mr. Annan on the Nagorno
Karabagh peace process.

Mr. President,

Our congratulations to you, Mr.
Ping, our thanks to Mr. Julian
Hunte and to the Secretary General
for their efforts during this difficult
year.

Last year, we marked our con-
cern for the restoration of sover-
eignty in Iraq, and the reinvigora-
tion of the Middle East peace pro-
cess. This year we wish to especial-
ly note the critical need to end the
tragedy in Darfur. Armenians, vic-
tims of the 20th century’s first
genocide, know well the long-last-
ing effects of victimization and
homelessness. This is no way to be-
gin a new millennium. The benefits
of globalization should be utilized

to defeat this newest global crisis.

We comprehend all too well that
peace and security abroad and at
home are clearly correlated with so-
cial and economic dignity today, or,
faith in their possibility tomorrow.

Neither self-satisfied smugness
on the one hand, nor self-righteous
violenceon the other, are solutions
to the great inequalities around the
world, and within each of our coun-
tries, even those most developed.
Terrorism, in all its manifestations,
affects security, political and eco-
nomic stability in our neighbor-
hoods and on our planet. Terrorism
from Madrid to Beslan, in all its
manifestations, is inexcusable and
unacceptable.

Cognizant that the success of
counter-terrorism efforts is condi-
tional on collective measures, Ar-
menia has readily joined the global
fight against international terrorism.
This fight must go beyond effective
regional and international coopera-
tion. It must include the very goals
of the Millennium Declaration - re-
placing deprivation, poverty and
injustice by a universal respect for
human rights and democracy, eco-
nomic development, equality and
social justice.

In Armenia, we have had a year
in which economic growth went
hand-in-hand with increased partici-
pation in international organiza-
tions, particularly the UN. Our po-
sition in the Human Development
Index gives us the confidence to
continue on this path of economic
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development.

We will also work hard to bol-
ster public-private partnership. We
are proud that Armenia’s major en-
terprises are each finding ways to
contribute to art and culture, to in-
vest in public life, and become part-
ners in our society’s pursuit of hap-
piness and quality of life.

In 2005, the international com-
munity will review the progress
that’s been made in the implemen-
tation of the global development
agenda. It would be most useful if
we could focus our resources on
implementation of that agenda rath-
er than on restating our collective
good intentions. In other words, we
must find the political will to make
the political and financial commit-
ments necessary to overcome the
outstanding obstacles.

Mr. President,

The Millennium Development
Goals are guidelines for Armenia.
To this end empowerment of wom-
en, child protection, fight against
poverty are not just goals for us,
but they are indeed building blocks
for a prosperous, healthy, stable so-
ciety. The Government of Armenia
has approved national action plans
for the Protection of the Rights of
the Child, on Improving the Status
of Women and Enhancing Their
Role in Society, and for Prevention
of Trafficking in Persons. In addi-
tion, a broad anti-corruption strate-
gy, developed with the participation
and counsel of the international
community, will complement the
Poverty Reduction Strategy Pro-
gram that is already beginning to
yield results.

We continue our effective col-
laboration with UN bodies on a
number of important issues includ-
ing use of information and commu-
nication technologies to improve
governance and institutionalize
public-private interactions. With
donor community support, focused
institution building and good gov-
ernance, we expect that the human



rights and democratic reforms of
the last decade will go beyond the
solid legislative framework that’s
been developed, and take root, psy-
chologically and socially, in our
society.

Armenia, as an active member
of ECOSOC and the Commission
on Human Rights, will remain in-
volved in international develop-
ment cooperation. At the same
time, we will participate in the ef-
fort to improve the consultation
and coordination mechanisms that
are essential for the effectiveness of
the collective security system and
we look forward to the assessment
of the High-level Panel on Threats,
Challenges and Change.

We stand for broader coopera-
tion between the UN and regional
organizations as a measure for en-
suring broader involvement and
commitment by countries in deci-
sion-making and implementation
processes. Reform is necessary with-
in these valued organizations, if we
are to effectively address today’s
realities and challenges, and resolve
tomorrow’s problems. For this, we
cannot work with yesterday’s mech-
anisms. In the UN, a revitalized
General Assembly is indispensable
for effective action. We would also
support India, Germany and Japan
joining countries from Africa, and
Latin America as permanent mem-
bers of an enlarged and more repre-
sentative Security Council.

Mr. President,

In these short years, we have
done away with the false proposi-
tion that we must choose between
East and West, between the old
world and the new. We have done
away with the myth that our neigh-
bors can control the pace of our
economic growth and shape its di-
rection. Now, we want to do away
with the dangerous suggestion that
yesterday’s adversary is an enemy
forever.

Armenia is ready to compro-
mise and collaborate with neigh-

bors who are ready to join us in
making history, not rewriting it. We
want to work with an Azerbaijan
that understands its place in a rule-
based international order, not one
whose policies, practices and state-
ments threaten the fragile peace and
stability of our region.

Azerbaijan was first in intro-
ducing ethnic cleansing to the Sovi-
et space, first in engaging merce-
naries and international terrorists in
its own defense, first in discarding
the rules of engagement in interna-
tional organizations.

Let me explain. The Armenian
presence in this region has been
long and extensive. Denying or re-
vising this history requires system-
atic planning, energy and resources.
Unfortunately, the government of
Azerbaijan has not spared such re-
sources. Azerbaijan succeeded in
eliminating the Armenians of Na-
khichevan who comprised more
than half the population. There are
none there today. In Baku and Sum-
gait, and throughout Azerbaijan,
there were over 400,000 Armenians
in the Soviet years. There are none
there today. The Azerbaijani experi-
ment in ethnic cleansing worked.

A decade ago, Azerbaijan re-
tained the services of some of our
region’s most notorious mercenar-
ies and international terrorists — the
same names which you hear again
and again — to fight against the Ar-
menian men and women who were
defending their lands and their lives
against aerial bombings and proxi-
mate shelling. The terrorists lost,
Armenians won.

Finally, Azerbaijan’s leadership
dismisses the opportunities offered
by membership in international or-
ganizations to build bridges and
seek solutions. Azerbaijan rejects
mediation by those who wish to
help halt drug trafficking through
its territory. Azerbaijan also dis-
misses efforts by Council of Europe
and other monitoring groups to
come to the region to see first hand
the destruction of thousands of irre-
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placeable historic and cultural
markers. It crows about its desire
for NATO membership even as it
repeatedly prohibits an alliance
partner’s participation in NATO
exercises. Worse, Azerbaijan not
only does not rebuke, it champions
the Azeri military officer who de-
capitated a fellow Armenian officer
in a NATO training course in
Budapest. It maligns the Minsk
Group of the OSCE in order to
hide its own refusal to consider pro-
posals that have grown from the
discussions and negotiations in
which its own leadership has partic-
ipated. For more than half a decade,
it has rejected every proposal
placed before it from the Common
State Proposal in 1998 to the Key
West document of 2001.

Mr. President,

Armenians prevailed in the
military confrontation unleashed by
Azerbaijan as a response to the
peaceful demands of the Armenians
of Nagorno Karabakh for self-deter-
mination. Contrary to the assertion
of Azerbaijan’s president, Arme-
nians have occupied those lands for
over 2000 years, and not just in the
last 10. Today, Nagorno Karabakh
has reversed the injustice of the Sta-
lin years and is free and democrat-
ic, tolerant of minorities. Nagorno
Karabakh holds regular elections,
has state and security structures,
complete control over its territory,
and a growing economy.

If in the last century, Arme-
nians and Azeris were forcibly
linked together, in this next centu-
ry, where we have earned the right
to our own destinies, we can deter-
mine to live together peaceably. If
we are serious about becoming full,
deserving residents of the European
neighborhood, where borders don’t
matter, but intentions and tolerance
do, we will have to come to terms
with our past, with our history, with
the realities that have gripped our
region.

Thank you.



Conguering Death with Vew Lives. . .

The Akhurian ARS Mother & Child Clinic’s
Birthing Center Officially
Opens its Doors

he official opening cere
monies of the Akhurian
‘Mother & Child’ Clinic’s

new Birthing Center took place
on April 26, 2005 - two days af-
ter the world-wide 90" anniversa-
ry commemorations of the Ar-
menian Genocide — celebrating
the victory of new life over
death. This momentous

event was attended by the
Governor of Shirak, Romik
Manukian, the Chairperson

of ARS, Inc., Maro Minas-
sian, ARF Bureau Chairman,
Hrand Margarian, as well as
numerous prominent person-
alities from various govern-
ment ministries, UN agencies
and ARS central and region-

al executive bodies.

The ceremonies were
presided by the ARS/Arme-
nia Regional Chairperson,
Karineh Hovhannisian, who
read Armenian First Lady,

Dr. Bella Kocharian’s con-

gratulatory message,
along with other well-
wishers’ missives ex-
pressing their best wish-
es and hopes for this
newest addition to the
impressive ARS invest-
ment into the future of

the Homeland. Other

guests, representing various
organizations, took turns in
addressing the distinguished
gathering; they were followed
by His Eminence, Bishop
Achapahian, who blessed the
new building.

Together, ARS Chairper-
son Minassian, former Chair,
Vanouhi Issajanian, and bene-
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factors, Harutiun Arthur and
Srbuhi Sonya Matevosians of
Australia cut the ceremonial
ribbon, following which, the
guests inspected the new pre-
mises. By the date of the
opening, already six healthy
male babies were delivered
at the Birthing Center. Gold
crosses were presented to the
new arrivals by the ARS/
Armenia regional executive,
along with silver ARS em-
blems.

After partaking in some
refreshments, before taking
their leave, the guests con-
gratulated the elated moth-
ers and fa-
thers of the
new babies,
one of
whom —
born on
April 24 —
was named
Vrezh by his

parents.
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GARIN

by Zaven Torigian

Background notes:

Born in Beirut, Torossian moved to Canada
in 1979. She is primarily a self-taught filmmaker
and photographer. Torossian began to attract
attention in 1994, with: Girl From Moush and
Drowning in Flames, both cobbled together from
a quilt of images: a double-shot of pure visual
revelry. Her films have won numerous awards at
various International festivals. Fifteen of her films
have been shown internationally at festivals,
academic institutions and galleries. Her last work,
Garden In Khorkhom (14mn, 2003) is an impres-
sionistic film. It is an homage to Arshile Gorky,
focusing on his relationship to Armenian art and
his Mother.

Inspired by the works of the Armenian
American painter, this film is a tapestry of footage
from Atom Egoyan’s Ararat and footage shot by
Garine. Hokees ( 25min, 2000) is one of her well
known works. It is about a contemporary Arme-
nian woman, Anahid, pregnant with the child of
her Turkish lover. The spectator is made to
experience the agony of being haunted by the
past. Hokees (“My Soul” or “My Spirit”) is an
outstanding visual trip, with Arsinee Khandjian
playing Anahid’s role.

Inspired by the song, Babies on the Sun (5
mn, 2000), performed by the band Sparklehorse,
Torossian visually describes the nostalgic...those
were the days. Also, inspired by the works of the
Quay Brothers, she made Shadowy
Encounters (15mn, 2002), in which, she explores
and depicts emotional and psychic frames of
mind.
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The Interview:

Q. How did you decide to leave the modern
art (collage) world to become a film-maker?

A. T don’t feel that I have left painting or
collage to become a film maker. I think film is an
extension of other mediums I have worked on. 1
still continue to use paint, collage in my films.

Q. What is the element that you consider the
most important in your works?

A. I would say Texture and lighting are the
most important elements in my work. These
elements are used to express an atmosphere, and
psychological space.

Q. Do you often go back and look at your
old films. For example, restudying some scenes?

A. I don’t intentionally go back and look at
my films. I get the opportunity to do that when I
show them. Showing films that I had made years
before allows me to see them more clearly.



WORLD O

Q. Are you planning to stay on shorts, or to
make longer features, by using the main topic of
a short (used or new) and eventually by putting
different scenes together?

A. I don’t plan on either short or features.
The themes I've wanted to explore have seemed
appropriate as short films. Depending on the
topic, I allow the film to evolve on its own,
instead of deciding prior to making it .. as to what
the length should be — I am interested in the
process of creating and discovery more than
defining something before it is made.

Q. Do you think that your living place (ie.-
Canada or, specifically, Toronto) helps you more
to create new works?

A. T can’t compare because this is where I've
lived all my adult life. Canada has been great in
supporting my filmmaking because of the arts
councils. I do feel though ones environment
affects the work they create. I believe that the
fact that I am armenian from Lebanon living in
Canada affects the themes I have been dealing
with in my work.

Q. One of the characteristics of your movies
is that, although your works are shorts, they
make the spectator spend more time reflecting,
discussing and raising issues. Is this related to
your background of being in another field of art
(ie collage)?

A. I'm not sure about that. Though I do feel
having first explored different mediums has
helped me to utilize them in my films. The
reason I was interested in filmmaking was
because I could include all art forms, such as
literature, music, photography etc...

Q. Were you influenced by Parajanov’s
works to mix (or use certain technics and con-
cepts) collage and the 7th art?

SOUL AND SPIRIT
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A. T'love the work of Paradjanov. When I
first saw Color of Pomegranates in 1989 I
thought he saw Armenia the way I had imagined
it.

I had not been to Armenia at the time but
always imagined what it would look like. To me,
he captured the essence of Armenia and the
essence of what I imagined. It was a very mov-
ing experience seeing that film.

Q. What do you think about the concept of
“independent” film making? Has the word — or
the world of “independent” film — been already
misused or misunderstood, mishandled and lost
its real function and meaning?

A. It really doesn’t matter to me the meaning
of “independent”. It is a way of categorizing
things which I don’t really believe in. I am
interested in work that is honest, well



Films:

1. 1992- VISIONS (4min, 16mm,Color) Director,
Editor, Cinematographer

2. 1993- PLATFORM (8Min,16mm,Color) Director,
Editor, Cinematographer

3. 1994- GIRLFROM MOUSH (5min, 16mm,
Color) Director, Editor, Cinematographer

4. 1995- DROWNING IN FLAMES (25min,

16mm, Color) Director , Editor, Awards:
Cinematographer
5. 1996- MY OWN OBSESSION (30min, 16mm, 1994 Melbourne International film festival --
Color) Director, Editor, Cinematographer Kino Award -- GIRLFROM MOUSH
6. 1997- PASSION CRUCIFIED (22min. 16mm, 1999. Berlin international film festival--
Color) Director, Editor Honorable Mention -
7. 1998- POMEGRANATE TREE (3 min, 16 mm, SPARKLEHORSE
Color) Director, Editor, Cinematographer 2000. Houston film festival -
8. 1999- RED BRICK (5MIN,Video) Director, Best Experimental Drama -- HOKEES
Cinematographer 2000. Affma film festival --
9. 1999- SPARKLEHORSE (9 min, 16mm, Color) Best Short Film -- HOKEES
Director, Editor, Cinematographer 2002. Berlin international film festival--
10.2000- DUST (6 min, Video) Director, Editor, Panorama Short Film Prize --
Cinematographer BABIES ON THE SUN

11.2000- DEATH TO EVERYONE (6 MIN,
16 mm, Color) Director, Editor,
Cinematographer

12. 2000- HOKEES- (25 min,16mm, Color)
Director

13. 2001- BABIES ON THE SUN (5min, 16 mm)
Director, Editor, Cinematographer

14.2002- SHADOWY ENCOUNTERS (15 min, 16
mm) Director, Editor, Cinematographer

15.2003- GARDEN IN KHORKHOM (14 min,
Video) Director, Editor, Cinematographer

Retrospectives:

. 1995. Hallwalls- Buffalo, New York

. 1996. Museum of Modern Art, New York

1997. University of Toronto

. 1998. Cinematheque, Ottawa

. 1998. Cinematheque, Yerevan

1998. Arsenal, Berlin

2000. Telluride Film Festival, Colorado

2001. University of Colorado, Stan Brakhag's
First Person Cinema

9. 2002. Winnipeg Cinematheque

10. 2002. Brruce Mau Studio, Toronto

11. 2002. Vancouver Cinematheque

12. 2003. Pleasure Dome, Toronto

13.2004. Metro Cinema, Edmunton

14. 2004. Arevag film festival, Beirut
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Armenian Genocide

After four years of research and two years in
production by a dedicated artist in Portland, Ore-
gon, a set of five instructional posters on the Arme-
nian Genocide has just been released and is now

available for viewing and free download on the web.

The posters were recently unveiled at an educa-
tor workshop in Oakland California where the larg-
est professional teacher training organization in the
U.S, Facing History and Ourselves, announced to
San Francisco Bay Area teachers and members of
the community attending their availability and en-
dorsed the use of the posters in its national teaching
program on the Armenian Genocide.

The set of five theme oriented instructional
posters teach about the Armenian Genocide and
provide a visual overview of key events relatedto
the genocide, its prelude, methodology, and after-

A brief chronology of Ottoman history from 1502 to 1913 revealing the
myths and realities of Ottoman History and a list of major historical
events that led up to the Armenian massacres of 1894-96, 1909 and the
genocide of 1915. Includes an overview of the corrupt Ottoman

taxation system and the failed treaties that sought to protect the
Armenian minority in the Ottoman Empire against increasing abuses and

THE ARMENIAN GEN CIDE
Cecapraecn of 7 Maten

PANEL2
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math.

Each illustrated poster measures 19"x25" and
includes photographs, text, graphics and a chronolo-
gy, allowing teachers and students to easily concep-
tualize and grasp essential facts related to each
theme, and provides teachers with a template for
further instruction, exploration and study.

The posters have been teacher-tested and en-
dorsed by Facing History and Ourselves,which will
be using them in its six regional offices. A teacher
study guide prepared by FHAO will be forthcom-
ing soon.

Please see the following website for a detailed
description of the posters and information on how
to obtain hard copies. A description of the posters is
below: http://www.teachgenocide.org/
genposters.htm

PANEL1

PRELUDE TOEOCIDE

usurpations.

Includes a chronology of monthly events from Feb 1914 to May 1915
leading up to the genocide, the decision by Turkish leaders for the
_-’f‘_ A genocide and their justification for it, the Turkish methodology to

e first destroy Armenian leaders and intellectuals, the reaction to the
genocide by the Allies who for the first time warned Turkish leaders
for their “Crimes against Humanity” setting a legal precedent for a
concept used in future war crimes tribunals.



PANEL3
Deportation

A chronology of monthly events from May 1915 to Feb 1916 showing the
deportation as a ruse for destruction of the Armenians. The full

U.S. State Dept translation of the Official Proclamation of

Deportation by the Young Turks showing the demonization of the
Armenians and the authorization for the genocide. Observations and
statements by Swiss, German and American eyewitnesses attesting to the
intent of the Turkish government to destroy the Armenians. Includes
photographs of the deportations, deportees, and survivors.

TH::‘U:;EIN_]AN_E}ETI_ CIDF._. PANEI.A
' e Extermination

A chronology of monthly events from Oct 1916 to March 1918 with quotes
by major figures from the period describing in detail the deliberate
destruction of the Armenians and listing the growing reaction by

public figures in the U.S. and elsewhere to the genocide. Includes a

map showing the deportations and massacres, photographs of the victims
and refugees, many taken under threat of death.

oy

A chronology of related monthly events from May 1918 to July 1923
describing the fate of the survivors, Armenian women sold in slave
markets or taken in Moslem harems, the forced Islamization of
children, scenes of starvation and destitution with hundreds of
thousands of refugees seeking food, shelter and relief, the continued
destruction of Armenians in 1920 by Turkish Nationalist forces, a
discussion of treaties that first sought to atone for the injustices

upon the Armenians and then relegated their plight to the backwaters
of history thus giving impunity to the Turkish state and paving the
way for the denial that continues to today. Includes a map and
photographs of the refugees.

PANELS R
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his is the story of a
young teen-ager’s single-minded
commitment to a truly humanitari-
an cause. Since September 11, 2001
— when President Bush asked each
child in America to send $1 to the
Fund for Afghan Children — Sarah
Varadian, a young teenager of Nor-
wood, Massachusetts, has raised
quite a bit of money. Sarah, decid-
ing that $1 was not enough to ask
from each teenager (she was all of
13 at the time!), organized a Chil-
dren’s Fair in the front yard of her
home and raised over $800 for the
President’s Fund!

That experience led to an
ongoing interest in Afghan
children, especially the girls,
who, at that time, were not
allowed to go to school. Per-
haps, because she attends an
all girls school, where they
are encouraged to learn and
to live up to their God-given
potential, moved her to fur-
ther action. She found out
that through CARE, International
she could help open a girl’s school
in Afghanistan for $450. That’s
when she came up with the idea of
the “Wee Care” Bear — teddy bears
clad in her school’s uniform — and
sold them at her school’s Mission
Day Fair. No small task. She first
had to learn to sew, find the materi-
als, and then produce countless tiny
pleated skirts to dress these bears.
But in the end, she raised enough
funds to open not one, but two girl’s
schools in Afghanistan! Sarah was
invited to meet the president of
CARE and she was able to person-
ally present him with one of her
bears and a check for the schools’
opening.

This year, Sarah’s bear sales
earned over $1000! CARE is no
longer opening new schools in Af-
ghanistan, but $250 of that sum
went to support the schools she
opened last year; $500 went to “Sci-
ence With a Mission”, a non-profit
directed by a young woman scien-
tist of her acquaintance, which pro-
vides diagnostic testing for third
world countries. Sarah’s $500 con-
tribution will enable an entire vil-
lage to be screened, surely saving
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many lives that would be lost to
undiagnosed and untreated ail-
ments.

Recently, Sarah, accompanied
by her mother Armenie, visited us
at the ARS International Office, in
Watertown, Massachusetts. She pre-
sented the ARS with a $300 check,
to be used to assist an orphanage in
Gyumri, Armenia. Sarah, the young
creator of the “Wee Care” Bears,
expressed her hope to be able to
continue her humanitarian efforts,
bringing hope to children less fortu-
nate than those blessed with caring
families of their own, living in se-
cure and supportive communities.

Sarah will be doing her “Wee
Care” Bear project again next year.
It would be wonderful if Armenian
children, again, became the benefi-
ciaries of her efforts, perhaps on an
even larger scale. Thus far her
school has allowed Sarah to re-
search and choose the causes for
which she raises this money. Look-
ing at the future, Sarah will be
training younger students to contin-
ue the altruistic mission of her
“Bears” even after her graduation.

To sum it up, beyond the mone-
tary value of her donation, we ap-
preciate Sarah’s youthful exuber-
ance in giving of herself - a very
creative and compassionate self, in-
deed — to the needs of those who,
unattended, would be overcome by
misfortune.

With youngsters like this, the
future of humanitarian endeavor is
bright, indeed. ®

ARS Information Center
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